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Chairman’s Chat 

A belated Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year to you and yours and what a very 

strange Christmas and New Year we have all experienced, hopefully never to be repeated. 

It has been a very strange year, our last club meeting was almost twelve months ago at the 

Quiz night, I think you will all agree 2020 was a year none of us expected or could have 

foreseen in our wildest nightmares. 

The committee have had a virtual meeting on Zoom to discuss a draft programme which 

David has copied in the Newsletter.  We have contacted Stephen & Fiona Mosley who have 

confirmed they will plan a route for the Spring Run & Treasure Hunt (Drive it Day) which 

will take place on Sunday 25th April providing we are not contravening government 

legislation.  

Contact has also been made with Claremont Farm for the Wirral Classic Car Show (9th May), 

the Gordale Show and Run (19th September) and Geoff will be contacting the council for the 

Wirral Historic Vehicle Rally (18th July) to provisionally book our club event.  

We have not had any response from the British Legion however we will continue to monitor 

the present situation and will notify you all immediately they open and we can resume our 

monthly club nights. 

Please note my new contact details should you wish to speak with me, I have recently moved 

to a new house and used the services of Hunters Estate Agents, Gary McKelvey is a member 

and not only gave me a discount but provided a professional and friendly service second to 

none, even helping me with dealing with solicitors who do not understand the words 

proactive or urgency. 

I assume many of you will have had the first Covid vaccination as I have and can only 

support the government and National Health Service request for all to accept and be 

vaccinated.  The sooner we are all protected the sooner we will all be able to resume our 

normal activities. 

For those members who are holding club trophies please keep them polished and I will 

arrange to collect them when the present restrictions are lifted to enable the new winners to 

receive them. 

It only remains for me to wish you all good health, stay safe and look forward to your 

company soon. 

Ralph Wilson          

     

Workshop Manuals:  

Last month I mentioned a company who does 3D 

printing. They are now offering some digital workshop manuals 

which may be of interest to some of our members and they can 

be downloaded for free.   Click on this link to view /download 

 

Also, if you have any manuals sat at home that you do not need 

and think it would be good to make them available to others, let 

them know.  They will not sell them but make them available 

for FREE on their website for others to download as pdf.   

Contact Dwight Mitchell email: dwight@mitchellsson.co.uk 
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2020 MEMBERSHIP 

The membership numbers for 2020 now stands at 129 and as agreed at the AGM current 

membership has been extended to 31st December 2021 at no cost to the members.   

Any new member the annual fee of £12 applies. 

HANDBOOK 

The Handbook in now available on the Website as an e-book, in the HANDBOOK-

MEMBERS ONLY area.  To access this area of the Web page you will need a password 

which has been sent to you in a separate email.  

Please check your details are correct and any corrections/additions/changes should be 

emailed to David Boumphrey. 

No CLUB NIGHT at the British Legion in November 

Wednesday Club nights, at the British Legion Heswall, have been cancelled as the British 

Legion is closed.  They will inform us when they will be re-opening their function rooms. 

WCCC FACEBOOK  

 

The “Wirral Classic Car Club” Facebook page now has 147 members 

and is available to all WCCC members.  The club is using the 

Facebook page to notify events, online discussions, seek technical 

advice, photos or to just exchange views on all manner of subjects.  If 

you have not joined yet, please give it a try.   

PLEASE NOTE that there is another FACEBOOK site called “Wirral 

Classic Cars Club” which has no connection to our CLUB.    

 

WCCC website 

The Club’s website includes the Newsletter & Members Handbook in e-book &/or pdf 

format.  To access the Newsletter in e-book format just click on the Thumbnail picture, for 

the month required, or click text to download in pdf format.  These two areas are password 

protected, which has been sent to you in a separate email.  

NEWSLETTER - In 2021 will be bi-monthly.  

Please note that the First Newsletter in 2021 will be sent out End Feb and thereafter every 2 

months.  Thanks to those members who have sent in articles which will appear in the 

Newsletter over the next few months.  Please share your stories of projects you might be 

working on, in your Man Cave, Garage or Shed, during this self-isolation period so I can 

include them in future Newsletters.   
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General Advice on Coronavirus Update 

At this time many of our members will had had at least the first vaccination and reports in 

the Newspapers look promising for a relaxation of restrictions so hopefully we will be able 

to hold some of our shows this year.  As soon as we have some more information, we will 

inform the members through the, Newsletter, Facebook, Website and/or email.   

The Committee will be holding Monthly meetings, at present by Zoom, to look at how we 

can get together keeping within the Government/Federation guidelines. 

 

WCCC SHOWS & EVENTS for 2021 

Hoping that we will be able to run some/all of the Club events this year we have put the 

following dates in the Calendar.  This year we have 5 Shows/Events organised by the Club 

Committee. 
 

a. Social Run & Treasure Hunt (Sunday 25th April) 

This event is being organised by last year’s winner Stephen & Fiona Mosley.  The entry 

Form for this event will be available as soon as the Government restrictions allow us to hold 

the event. 
 

b. WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR SHOW (Sunday May 9th Claremont Farm) 

This year’s event will again be organised by Ralph Wilson.  We will be parking Clubs in 

designated areas so to be included in the WCCC area you will need to book in advance, 

otherwise you may be parked in the general area with privateers and single entrants.  The 

entry Form for this event will be available as soon as the Government restrictions allow us to 

hold the event. 
 

c. Historic Rally (Sunday 18th July)  

This year’s event will again be organised by Geoff Bell and it is proposed to start at the Red 

Fox, lunch at Carr Farm and finishing at Thornton Hough Green.  Remember all entries need 

to be received before 31st May 2021.  The entry Form for this event will be available as 

soon as the Government restrictions allow us to hold the event. 

Note: This event is limited to 100 Vehicles. 
 

d. Gordale Run (Sunday 19th September) 

This year’s event will again be organised by Cliff Heald. 

We will have an optional short run, around 15 miles to end up at Gordale.  Remember all 

entries need to be received before 31st August 2021.  The entry Form for this event will be 

available as soon as the Government restrictions allow us to hold the event. 

Note: This event is limited to 80 Vehicles. 
 

Classic Motor Show NEC Trip Saturday13th November 2021 

Alan Green has said he is willing to organise a coach trip to the NEC in November if there is 

enough interest. Decision will be made later this year 
 

f. CHRISTMAS CLUB DINNER (2021) 

Organised by Dawn Dixon the date will be the first weekend in December.  Again, a decision 

will be made later on this year. 
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MIKE TROOP ENTHUSIAST AWARD 2010 

Placings in the 2020 Enthusiasts’ Award are shown to those who have amassed points.  It is 

members’ responsibility to check that their score is correct.  The attendance list is collected 

by Penny Lord, at the club night and produced by Simon Thornton.  Past Winners are shown 

in GREEN but are not eligible for the award at the AGM, as this can only be won outright 

once.   

Qualification & Points: Attending Monthly meetings (3 points), Magazine/Newsletter 

articles (5 points), Introducing new member (5 points), Attending Club Events (3 Points) 

Bonus Points: Organising a show (10 points) Organising a Visit (5 points), Organising a 

Club Night (5 points), Club Night Speaker (5 points), Marshalling (5 points), Assisting at a 

Show/Club Night (5 points), Short Talks (3 points), Entry on Club Night (3 Points) 

  

(The List below show the points up to the end of December 2020) 
 

 

No  Name   Total 
 

402 Ralph Wilson 8  

157 David Boumphrey 5  

496 Bob Fletcher 5  

207 Ken Glass 5  

559 John Cartlidge 3  

135 Cliff Heald 3  

356 Eric Hignett 3  

615 Dave Morris 3  
 

 

 

Drive It Day Sunday 25th April 2021 

 

The Federation introduced “Drive it Day” back in 

2005 with the aim of getting the nations transport 

heritage out on the roads to be seen by the public.  The 

Federation have decided to use this opportunity to 

contribute to society and they have announced that the 

2021 Drive it Day will be run in support of the 

NSPCC’S Childline service. 

Individuals can 

support the charity by 

purchasing a “Drive it 

Day Rally Plate”.  As 

a club we hope to 

raise some money on 

the day which we can 

donate using the: JustGivingfundraisingpage.   

More information can be found via 

www.driveitday.co.uk   
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The Heswall British Legion will let us know when it has reopened their function room.    As 

soon as we have confirmation from the British Legion, we will update the Calendar until 

then dates and events are provisional.
 

MARCH 

*Wednesday 31st CANCELLED      

APRIL 

Sunday 25th      SOCIAL RUN & TREASURE HUNT Stephen/Fiona: 384 3081 

   Run on the FBHVC drive it day 

*Wednesday 28th PROBLEM SOLUTIONS    Cliff Heald: 334 6938 

    Short talks by members 

MAY 

Sunday 9th  WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR SHOW  Ralph Wilson: 334 4276 

   Clubs annual static show @ Claremont Farm 

*Wednesday 26th SPEAKER     Ralph Wilson: 334 4276 

TBA 

JUNE 

* Wednesday 30th MEMBERS CAR NIGHT   Ralph Wilson: 334 4276 

  Members display their Cars at the British Legion 

JULY 

Sunday 18th  WIRRAL HISTORIC RALLY   Geoff Bell:  739 9870   

*Wednesday 28th LADIES NIGHT      Ralph Wilson: 334 4276 

 Three Speakers and Ladies.  

AUGUST 

*Wednesday 25th INTER CLUB QUIZ     Ralph Wilson: 334 4276  

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 19th GORDALE CAR SHOW & RUN  Cliff Heald: 334 6938  

*Wednesday 29th AUCTION NIGHT     Cliff Heald: 334 6938 

OCTOBER 

*Wednesday 27th PRIZE GIVING & AGM   A Boumphrey: 327 2482 

NOVEMBER 

*Wednesday 24th PHOTOGRAPHIC NIGHT   Tony Bagnall: 342 4906 

DECEMBER 

TBA XMAS PARTY     Dawn Dixon  
 

 

 

 

KEY *Wednesday    MONTHLY CLUB NIGHT 

 

 

Dementia Together Charity 
 

The Club, members and Hunters have made donations to the total of 

£200 to our sponsored Charity Dementia Together Wirral.   

WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR CLUB 

2020/21 PROGRAMME 
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The story of my first Austin Seven build (Part 1 of 3) 
This was written over time and follows the build over a number of years… The entire story and gallery is on 

my website – www.robbie-watson.com 

I was presented with this project in September 2013 when my 

father delivered it on the back of a trailer.  He has several Austin 

Seven restorations on the go and I decided I wanted a go. So, the 

project arrived. What arrived was a rolling chassis, engine, 

gearbox and obligatory box of odds and ends. On initial 

investigation I found that we had a 2-bearing engine with a high 

compression head, 4 speed (2 Syn) gearbox, 6’9” chassis and 

wheels having Morris back plates enabling hydraulic brakes. And 

so, began the adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first year… 
I decided to leave the engine for a while and start at the front of the 

chassis and work my way to the back. First up was the front axle and 

associated hubs, dampers etc. I’d decided that I was going to strip 

everything back to bare metal and exercise every nut, bolt and washer. 

I soon found that we had a little play in the king pins and that they, 

along with the bushes were in need of replacement. I striped both hubs 

down and set about cleaning, priming, painting and reassembling it all. 

Wheel bearings were good, but I installed new felt seals, gaskets and 

grease nipples. 

As for the brakes, which were twin leading shoe Morris hydraulically 

operated, I soon realised we were in need of new cylinders and springs. 

Sourcing these was no problem and they all seemed to fit pretty easily. 

Little did I realise at this point the challenges that lay ahead with the 

brake pipework... 

I restored the front damper, 

adding new friction plates and 

star plate and started to 

reassemble the whole axle. 

Next was the front leaf spring 

which looked a little worse for wear. On further examination I 

found that one of the leaf’s was snapped in two… So, sourced a 

replacement and cleaned that up ready for fitting. The shackles 

cleaned up very well and looked good with no apparent wear. I 

fitted new grease nipples and lock washers. I did fit new brass bushes in the axle and spring shackle holes. 

 

Next was the steering system. Steering arm checked out ok with no cracks (a blessing!) and the track rod 

arms cleaned up well too. I fitted new bushes and grease nipples to these and once all painted fitted back to 

the, now near complete, front end. 
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Austin Seven build (cont.) So, what was I actually going to build? 
I haven’t mentioned yet what I was planning with the project. With the car arriving with no body and no 

clarity on what it was originally I decided I would head down the “Ulster” route. On talking with a few club 

members, it seems that this will need to be an “Ulster special” named something along the lines of “Devilish 

Ulster replica – Rod Yates special” (I plan to put a Rod Yates body on it) using the 666 part of the chassis 

number as a reference (more on that later) ... 

So, to continue...At this point I started looking at the chassis itself. Someone had, at some point in time, 

decided to paint it with more black paint than you can throw a stick at… After a brief attempt to remove it I 

chickened out and decided that a good blasting and powder coating was the way to go. Luckily, there is a 

place very local to me that provided this service at a very reasonable price. A week later I had a nice shiny 

chassis. This is when I found the second chassis number!! I had removed the aluminium place containing 

what I thought was the chassis number to protect it from destruction due to blasting. Upon return of the 

chassis a new number was evident, obviously hidden by so much paint, which differed from the one on the 

plate. Thanks to Jim Blacklock, Phil Baildon and others we managed to work out that the aluminium plate 

was not original (was actually riveted on but in the wrong place with respect to the engine mountings) and 

that the number stamped directly into the chassis was. This took a bit of effort to work out exactly what the 

number was as parts of it were not as clear as others. Anyway, we now have the correct chassis number 

recorded in the register which may also contribute to the eventual naming of the car. I also restored the 

radius arms and fitted new brass bushes at the ball joint. The radius arms are the later type that have the two 

fixing points at the front, matching the axle I have. I   fitted the front axle etc. to the chassis and then started 

work on the rear. The rear axle is a “D” shape, again with Morris brake back plates. This all cleaned up well 

and with a few new parts (brake pads, cylinder, springs, felt seals etc.) all reassembled well. I did not strip 

down the diff as 1 – I’ve never done one 

before and 2 – father advised against. I 

did however totally strip and restore the 

torque tube banjo (not sure that’s the 

right name… the banjo shaped piece of 

kit that connects to the chassis on the ball 

and supports the torque tube via the 

screwed clamp?). 

In need of a heater 

December 2014 
On the back of ordering the body from Rod Yates the other day and feeling all excited I decided to brave the 

cold weather and spend a few hours in the workshop today. Jeeeeeeeez it was cold! I have a small electrical 

wall heater in there but even with that on full blast it was blinkin freezing! 

Anyway, I decided to try and finish off the distributor and also rebuild the Dynamo again. I’d stripped it 

again after thinking I had the brushes in the wrong way round. Upon looking at it again I had it right the first 

time, but it gave me the opportunity to rebuild again and make sure everything is ticketyboo… I’ve now 

refitted the Dynamo to the engine. 

The distributor is now fully painted and tomorrow, frost bite permitting, I intend on rebuilding it and fitting 

back on the Dynamo. I may need a new condenser but will wait and see what happens when we try starting 

the engine for the first time before buying one, after all, every penny counts eh. 

Also looked at the lower fan pulley and more specifically the felt seal. I think this seal goes on the outside of 

the nose cone housing, but it seems awful tight when I try and put the pulley on. Have asked the question on 

the friend’s forum (link on my website) to see if I am indeed correct in the positioning of the seal… Will 

update the blog when I have the answer… 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 

https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/2014/12/29/in-need-of-a-heater-2/


 

Austin Seven build (Cont.)  The New Year  Jan 2015 
First post of the new year and a happy one to all! 

Got the lower fan pulley on the car in the end. I was right that 

the felt seal looked a little tight and that it is mounted on the 

outside of the nose cone but using some dimensions provided 

on the forum I’m now happy that it is in the right place and of 

the right size. Fan belt on order and will complete that part of 

the job! 

I’ve also now reassembled the clutch plate and flywheel and 

are now both mounted on the engine. I have cleaned up the 

outside of the gearbox and got it looking nice. At the moment I 

don’t intend to open up the gearbox, primarily as I have never 

done one before but also, I believe it is in good order anyway. 

It is a 4 speed (Synchro on 3 & 4) and will require some form of remote gear lever mechanism in time. I’m 

now in search of some new BSW bolts to hold the gear selector cover plate on which seem pretty difficult to 

find… 

 

Distributor is complete and mounted back on the engine. The only thing I am missing is the “Top hat” 

bushes that are used to mount the points spring and keep it isolated from the dizzy body. Father is sending 

something that should do the job but will update as and when… 

The new gauze for the sump arrived today so this week’s job will be to braze/solder that onto the frame and 

get the sump back on. As soon as this is done, I can fit the engine back into the chassis. A Major step! 

I’ve added the gearbox gallery to the website and updated the photos in the engine gallery too. Will update 

the “story so far” text soon too.  

Electrickery 
So, I was cleaning up my DK4A dizzy and came across something’s that confused me. The points base plate 

is held in place by two screws and then the other half of the points, the sprung part can be fitted. The spring 

itself is anchored on a post near the outer circumference of the distributor. Looking at the diagram/exploded 

view I have (the Austin seven centre catalogue of spare parts… a real must have!) the sequence of assembly 

on this post is: 

1: The metal strip from the condenser 

2: A top hat shaped spring arm “bush” 

3: The spring arm loop 

4: A second top hat shaped spring arm “bush” 

5: Spring washer and nut. 

On dismantling my distributor, I found only one top hat shaped spring arm bush and was surprised to find it 

was brass. To my mind these bushes are there to isolate the points spring from the distributor post and hence 

earth. So, after a quick phone call with the Oracle (otherwise known as my Father) we decided these should 

be of an isolating material such as Bakelite… 

It was still troubling me though as if I followed the sequence 

displayed in the diagram this would isolate the spring arm 

from the electric supply from the condenser… So, time to 

consult Oracle#2 (the Friends Forum). Very quickly the 

answer was provided… Seems the anchor post is already 

isolated from earth and the top had spring arm bushes are 

indeed brass!! These make the connection between the 

condenser and the spring arm hence allowing a circuit for 

the contact breakers to work with. 

 

Had I gone with the initial thinking of turning a couple of 

isolating bushes 

no circuit would have been present and I am sure a lot of head scratching would have ensued… Anyway, 

brass bushes in the making and will be fitted at the weekend... 
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Austin Seven build (cont.)  Engine and Chassis meet again… 
Hit a big milestone this week. I have now remounted the 

engine and gearbox on the chassis. Before I did this, I replaced 

the sump gauze and re-fitted the sump. With all this now in 

place I lifted the engine onto the chassis and after a little 

pushing and pulling all four mounting bolts lined up and it sat 

firmly in place. I have fitted new mounting bolts/studs and the 

front two are secured with a split pin. This is in place with the 

nuts tightened up just enough. The rear bolts do not have split 

pins, and these have again been tightened just so that they start 

to compress the rubber. I’ve seen some reports that one of the 

rear mounts can sometimes be left undone completely to allow 

the engine to flex but I will review this when we get to the 

stage of starting the engine itself. 

Next job is to refit the rear shock absorbers that have now had the paint removed from the friction surfaces. 

Once this is done, I will start looking at the handbrake mechanism at the back axle where I need to fit the 

cable in such a way to pull the brake levers transversely. Some form of pivot/fulcrum at the diff location will 

be needed here. 

The weather is a bit pants at the moment so hopefully that means I can get an hour or two in the workshop  

Clutch issues 
Now that I have the engine and gearbox back in the chassis, I decided to attach the propshaft and get 

everything all joined up. Upon doing this I have found that my clutch adjustment is way out. 

Reading some of the forum posts I think my clutch “fingers” need some adjustment as the clutch started to 

disengage as I tightened up the gearbox to the bell housing. I didn’t realise as I was fitting the gearbox, but 

all became apparent when I was playing at engaging gears and rocking the car back and forth only to hear 

the clutch plate slipping and the engine not turning over… 

I’ll be playing with the fingers this weekend  

I did get the rear shocks re-fitted and all is now complete as far as that is concerned. 

I have ordered a re-build kit for the carb which should arrive in a day or so and I will then be able to totally 

refurbish the carburettor. Looking forward to getting that back on the engine and piped up. 

I’ve uploaded more photos to the website that show the engine back in the chassis. To be honest there are 

only a few things I can do now without the body so I will be prepping those few things and then awaiting 

intensely for the body to arrive…. 

Clutch issues resolved… 
So, I removed the gearbox and started looking into the clutch issues I mentioned in the last posting. The 

clutch fingers seemed to be at an angle meaning they stuck out quite a way and engaged with the thrust 

bearing way too early. I removed the pressure plate and found that someone had added a “finger adjustment” 

method by drilling and tapping a 1/4BSF hole under each finger and inserting a little grub screw. These grub 

screws were too long though and were protruding both sides of the pressure plate. One side pushing the 

clutch finger out and the other side stopping the clutch plate being pulled to the pressure plate. 

So, I halved the length of the grub screws and then set them so that the fingers in the right place. It was a bit 

of a pain as you have to remove everything in order to adjust the screw and then reassemble things to test 

where the fingers sit… after a couple of attempts all is now good. 

One issue I did have was that one of the mouse trap springs broke whilst I was adjusting the clutch, so I need 

to get a new set before final reassembly. 

On other matters. I got the new distributor spring arm bushes from my dad and they are now fitted to the car 

so that means the dizzy etc. is now complete. 

I’ve also started on the carb rebuild. I received a re-build kit from Burlen ltd and I’m in the process of 

cleaning and polishing the main carb body.  

Well, January is nearly over which means only 2 months until I get the body :-)… can’t wait! 
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Austin Seven build (cont.)  Carb cleaning 
February 2015 
Wow, it’s been cold lately! As a result, I have avoided heading into 

the garage for a while. With the wife up in Scotland for a long 

weekend I saw an opportunity to get something done in the warmth 

of the house… so, grabbed the carburettor, some cleaning fluids, 

the dremel and got to work… Good progress made and just waiting 

for the new springs, bowl bolts and gasket to arrive from the seven 

workshop and I’ll be able to complete the rebuild. Trouble is, as 

soon as the wife arrived home, she smelt a rat, or more correctly 

smelled “Gunk” ally cleaner and knew straight away that I had 

broken the golden rule of “None of that junk in the house” …. Oh 

well, back to the garage, I guess… 

Hopefully below you will see the fruits of my labour on the carb. 

until next time… 

Carb done… 
So, the parts arrived this week and I spent today finishing the carburettor. All I am missing is the Banjo to 

connect the fuel line to the carb but I’ve piped up the fuel pump and have the pipe ready to take the banjo 

when I get it. The strangler spring was pretty easy to fit and everything seemed to go back together very 

well. I’ve got a few bits coming from successful eBay bids, one of which is the connecting rod from the 

carburettor so as soon as that arrives, I’ll be able to put it straight on. 

Picture below shows the pipework so far and the carb complete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’ll notice that the fuel pipe is soldered into the “olive” and the 

same will be the case at the banjo end. 

Tomorrow I’ll be fitting the new mouse trap springs to the clutch 

that also arrived this week. That should complete the clutch and 

allow me to fit the gearbox for the last time. 

Update to follow… 

UPDATE: Picture below shows the completed pipework. After 

going months trying to find a banjo to no avail, just like London 

buses two turned up on the same day. At least I have a spare 

now… 

 

Nearly time for the body 
I visited Rod Yates who is building the body for the car last weekend. I took the radiator and cowl with me 

as I wanted to get the dimensions for the rad to be re-cored and needed to leave the cowl with Rod for 

bonnet geometry. Turns out Rod offered to get the radiator done for me… Result! 

So, Rod is going to put an Ulster top “spout” on the rad cowl and also get the Rad man to re-core the rad 

adding a longer screwed filler tube so that we can fit a screwed cap rather than the bayonet type. 

My body, radiator, cowl and the fuel tank I also ordered will be ready mid-April when I get back from a trip 

to Scotland. Can’t wait!! 
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Austin Seven build (Cont)  

Other news: A mate has a hydraulic pipe bender that will cope with 1-1/4″ exhaust pipe… so, I am 

intending on fabricating my own exhaust! updates to follow. 

I’m also toying with the idea of doing the seats myself. I had been looking on 

eBay etc. for a while and seat bases seem to go for upwards of £140 each! I then 

realised, after looking at some photos that the Ulster has a bench type seat rather 

than two individual ones. This could make it easier to fabricate at home. More to 

follow. 

Not much progress recently… 
March 2015 
Not much progress has been made recently for a couple of reasons. Firstly, I haven’t been in the garage 

much…. and secondly, I am kind of at the stage where I need the body in order to do much more. 

I spoke with Rod the other day and we should be taking delivery of the body when I get back from a work 

trip to Houston in April. He has already got the radiator completed and is working on the rad cowl and fuel 

tank. 

I have done a few small jobs on the car since the last post. I have fitted a new fuel pump diaphragm – one 

that won’t be eaten by modern petrol… I also set the points gap and fettled the distributor timing position 

along with confirming the plugs have the correct gap too... 

When I did the HT leads, I noticed that the lead was a fairly loose 

fit in the “acorn”. This was confirmed on the friend’s forum as 

being down to the fact that the acorns back in the day had a 

slightly smaller hole. So, in order to stop the HT lead vibrating in 

the acorn and possibly loosening or even work fracturing I fitted 

some heat shrink over the lead and inside the acorn to make the 

“fit” nice and snug. The photo below shows this little addition. 

 

I’m off up to Scotland for a week on Friday (Good Friday no less) 

and then Houston... 

No body yet 
April 2015 
So, back from the trips to Scotland and Houston but no body as yet. I spoke to Rod and we have had a 

delay…. I now have a confirmed date of May 15th. So, until then there are only a few small jobs I can get 

on with. 

The Scotland trip, which included a trip to my fathers on the way up and back down again gave me the 

opportunity to sort a few things. I took my steering box up to my dad’s as a previous owner had ground out a 

chunk where the brake pedal pivot shaft sits. Whilst up in Scotland my dad built up the missing ally with 

weld and ground down to give me the proper seat for the shaft. I have since re-fitted the steering box and all 

looks pretty fine Pics below show the new repair and the box back on the car 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had to fabricate a small wedge-shaped shim as the pivot shaft goes through at a slight angle and the nut on 

the back side would have been sitting against the steering wedge on the angle. All done and looks good. 

Have also started to fit the hand brake cables on the rear brakes. Have to wait for the body for the rest of it 

but it’s all progress. I’ve also repaired the threads on the fan securing bolts and also fitted the three 

outstanding gearbox cover bolts. This was after the arrival of my new Tap & Die sets in BSF, BSW and BA  
More toys for the shed!  (See Part 2 in the March/April Newsletter) 

Page 12 

https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/2015/03/30/not-much-progress-recently-12/
https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/2015/04/26/no-body-yet-13/
https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/wp-content/uploads/imported-media/images/m1430068146.jpg
https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/wp-content/uploads/imported-media/images/m1430068147.jpg
https://austinblog.robbie-watson.com/wp-content/uploads/imported-media/images/m1430068148.jpg


 

Austin Metro rebuild 
 
Lee and his son have done a marvellous job getting 
a Metro back on the road, nice to see the younger 
generation interested in classic cars. 
 
After getting the car back to the garage we striped it 
down to see what it was going to need. It turned out 

to be very solid with new wings and a repair to the 
near side rear wheel arch.  It also needed a new 
door skin for the driver’s door and a repair to the 
front valance.  We could not source a new door skin 
one, so we made a half panel and welded it in and 
the same with the front valance, which was made 
from sheet metal.  

 
Next were the mechanics just an oil change, new plugs & points, new fuel and a coolant flush.  Battery 
connected it started first time after being left for 11 years.  We now overhauled the brakes and then off for 
paint.  Repainted the bumpers made some new Mayfair badges on the computer fitted the refurbished 
wheel trims and took it for its MOT.  
 
Another one saved, sounds easy but as you all know it never is but well worth it when you have it 
finished.   

 
Lee Currie 
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Side effects of 5% ethanol in our Petrol Graham Webber  8/2/21 

The limiting effects of Covid and the lockdowns made me think of a job that could be 

usefully done whilst the Dolomite was languishing unused in the garage. With talk of an 

increase from 5% to 10% anhydrous ethanol in our petrol possibilities in future I felt I had to 

make the effort to limit the damage to my aging vehicle.  

In the petrol supply circuit of the car there are several rubber pipes joints between the metal 

supply pipe lengths, petrol pump, and links to the carbs. I decided that I would remove all of 

these and renew the rubbers with a modern ethanol proof type pipe (obtained from Moss Car 

Accessories).  

I was also aware that there were some patches of rust inside my 1976 born, 57 litres, fuel 

tank on my Triumph TC1500. Several car accessory firms advertised DIY methods of 

treatment of tank interiors but they did not seem a likely long term solution.  I was also 

concerned as to how effective I could be in coating the some of the curvaceous interior 

baffles.  I eventually discovered a firm in Hartlepool that undertook a process marketed 

under the tradename Renu. The 

treatment is fairly costly and not 

much cheaper than buying a 

replacement new tank, where 

available. It does include a full de-

rust and repair of any damaged 

steel.  

The job started with a drain down 

of the fuel in the tank.  I was helped 

here by our Member, my friend 

Eric Hignett, who very kindly 

loaned me a long length of fuel 

pipe and a very effective 12v petrol 

pump. I decanted the petrol into 5ltrs cans and then emptied them into my other car.   

There are two Renu coatings in their process, one for the internal sealant and another for the 

external. It appears to be a very tough epoxy and strategic holes are cut into the tank steel to 

enable the poorer access areas to be sprayed. These holes are then welded up and resealed on 

both sides.  

On return I had some difficulty in 

removing surplus sealant from the 

outlet junction pipe thread and, 

also, the area around where the tank 

float gauge is held in place by a 

twist seal mechanism (see photos).  

        

I found two problems requiring 

attention during this tank move. 

One was the difficulty of removing 

the tank breather pipe from the 

filler end of the tank filling pipe. 

The replacement pipe obtained from Rimmmer Bros was a very tight fit as the internal  
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Side effects of 5% ethanol in our Petrol (Cont.) 

diameter was more than 1mm smaller than the steel pipe.  I found that it was easier to 

remove the filler cap and pull the whole unit out of the car, fit the new pipe, then return the 

unit to the car threading the new pipe through the steel strengtheniing panels to the tank. 

The  other problem was that the outlet junction pipe goes through the hole in the chassis at 

an angle that precludes effective seal with a rubber grommet.  I used to use Dum Dum, not 

available now,  for 

these occasions. I 

found that seam sealer 

strips, (see picture), 

can be rolled into a 

flexible ball and then 

formed into a ring that 

can be compressed 

into the hole and 

around the pipe giving 

a watertight seal.  This 

Flexible Strip Caulk I 

obtained from 

Eastwood up in 

Preston who stock all 

sorts of useful 

goodies.  

Breather Pipe   Fuel Filler pipe      
   

‘Stan’ at Hartlepool Radiator 

Co., Unit 3F, Park View 

Industrial Estate, Brenda Rd., 

TS25 1PE is very helpful if 

anyone wants to discuss a 

similar tank recondition.  It 

was nice to see that the 

Waxoyl I had pasted on the 

boot interior was still in good 

condition with no rust evident. 

I am leaving the tank fill up 

until the warmer weather 

arrives.  

 

Sealant strips 
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MGB for the 21st Century? 

RBW Electric cars have 

brought together the best in 

classic cars with 21st century 

technologies.  They have seen 

the potential for an electric car 

that had all the benefits of a 

modern vehicle but with the 

aesthetic appeal of a beautiful 

classic car and so RBW 

Electric Classic Cars 

evolved.  From the 

outset, they wanted to 

create an electric 

system that could be 

sympathetically applied 

to different classic cars 

without degradation to 

the car and with a clear 

focus on safety first.  

 

 

With a power output of 70KW, 3kw DC 

charging which gives a charging time of 8 

hrs.  What about performance.  Well, with 

a range of 160 miles and a 0-60mph in 8.9 

sec not too bad.   

What are the downsides I hear you say? 

Cost!! It is a brand-new car you can 

specify colour trim etc. but at starting 

price of £90,000 and a deposit a mere 

£5000.  The car cannot be 

sold as an MG, the Chinese 

hold the rights to this name, it 

is called the RBW EV    

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view video 
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MERCHANDISE 
 

Club merchandise if not in stock can be ordered giving size and colour required to Geoff Bell who can be 

contacted at the club nights or by:- email: geoffbell.a35@gmail.com  or  0758317383 

If you would like to purchase, please contact Geoff to see if they are in stock.  

 

 

Club Shows & Events - 2021 
Many of the clubs have cancelled shows in the early part of the 

year but from June onwards, at the moment is looking more promising. 

Note: Please check on their website that the events are still being held. 

Hopefully something to look forward to. 
 

MARCH 

** Moved to June  PRACTICAL CLASSICS CAR & RESTORATION SHOW Click Here 

 

APRIL 

Fri 16th - Sun 18th 

THE LONDON CLASSIC CAR SHOW   

Held at Kensington (Olympia) Olympia Way, Hammersmith,  

London W14 0NE 

Click Here 

CANCELLED  

Now Planned 

23-24th April 2021 

SANDBACH TRANSPORT FESTIVAL  
Static show held at The Commons Car Park, Congleton Road, Sandbach, 

Cheshire, CW11 1HZ 

Click Here 

 

Sunday 25th      

WCCC SOCIAL RUN & TREASURE HUNT   

Short Run of approx. 20 miles, stopping at several interesting places to 

answer clues.  
Still hoping to hold this event subject to Government advise. 

 

 

MAY 

CANCELLED  

No event in 2021 

LLANDUDNO TRANSPORT FESTIVAL  
  

Sat 15th & Sun 16th ANGLESEY FESTIVAL of TRANSPORT 

Vintage Rally  

Click Here 

Sunday 9th  WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

Static Show at Claremont Farm Clatterbridge 

Still hoping to hold this event subject to Government advise. 

 

No Date Confirmed  FESTIVAL of 1000 CLASSIC CARS CHESHIRE  

Merchandise with Club Logo 

  Size Colour Price 

Cap one size fits all Navy Only £8.00 

Car Badge S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available  

 

Yellow 

 

£14.00  

Sweat Shirt               

 (No collar, long sleeves) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  

Polo Shirt               

(collar, Short Sleeve) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  
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MAY (Cont.)   

CANCELLED may be 

held end of August.  
SMALLWOOD VINTAGE RALLY 

Held on the A50 near Sandbach (Junction 17 M6) 
 Click Here 

No Date Confirmed CHESHIRE CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW  

No Date Confirmed PRESTATYN CLASSIC CAR SHOW  

 

JUNE 

  

CANCELLED GORDON BENNETT IRISH CLASSIC CAR RUN 

Open to cars 30years and over 
Click Here 

Sat 5th & Sun 6th        TATTON CLASSIC CAR SPECTACULAR   

Static show at Tatton Park Knutsford WA16 6QN 
Click Here 

Fri 11th - Sun 13h 
PRACTICAL CLASSICS CAR & RESTORATION SHOW 

Over 1000 cars and 150 clubs on display at NEC Birmingham. 
Click Here 

Sat 12th – Sun 13th BALA RERAILED 

Visit the Bala Town Station for a special open day 
Click Here 

No Date Confirmed NORTH WEST CASUAL CLASSICS  

CANCELLED KELSALL STEAM AND VINTAGE RALLY Click Here 

Saturday 26th  (CARNIFAL DINBYCH) DENBIGH CARNIVAL  

The car show will take place alongside the Carnival from 11am to 5pm. 
All Authorised vehicles must be on the field by 9:30 am.  The Show field 

is off Park Street, Denbigh, LL16 3EW 

Click Here 

Sunday 27th  LYMM HISTORIC TRANSPORT DAY 

The 8th Annual event 
Click Here 

 

 JULY 

Sat 3rd & Sun 4th          TATTON STARS & STRIPES AMERICAN CAR 

Static Show American Cars from all eras, from Mustangs to EX-US 
Army Vehicles.  

Click Here 

Sat 3rd & Sun 4th CLASSIC AMERICAN STARS & STRIPES Click Here 

Sat 3rd & Sun 4th          SOUTHPORT AIRSHOW Click Here 

Sun 4th July LYDIATE CLASSIC CAR & BIKE SHOW 

Static Show held @ 88 Southport Road Lydiate L31 4EQ 

near Scotch Piper Inn 
Click Here 

No Date Confirmed CHESHIRE STEAM FAIR  

No Date Confirmed NESTON VILLAGE FAIR  

Sunday July 11th CLWYD PRACTICAL CLASSICS 

Static Show held at Barlows Caravan Park, Caerwy Nr. Mold. 

Flintshire,  

Click Here 

No Date Confirmed OWESTRY CLASSIC & VINTAGE TRANSPORT RALLY  

Sunday 18th WIRRAL HISTORIC RALLY 

Touring event of pre-entered vehicles 

Still hoping to hold this event subject to Government advise. 

 

Fri – Sun 23rd & 25th CARFEST NORTH 

Held @ Bolesworth Castle, Tattenhall, Cheshire, CH3 
9HQ 

Click Here 

No Date Confirmed NORTH WALES CLASSIC CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW  

No Date Confirmed AUDLEM FESTIVAL of TRANSPORT  

Sat 31st & Sun 1st          HEBDON BRIDGE VINTAGE CAR RALLY 

Static Car Show Click Here 

Fri 31st to Sun 1st           MG COAST_TO_COAST 

Run by the MG Octagon Club 
Click Here 
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  AUGUST 

Sat 7th & Sun 8th Aug YANKS ARE BACK IN SADDLEWORTH Click Here 

Sunday 8th August  NORTH CHESHIRE CLASSIC CAR CLUB  

Static Show at Claremont Farm Clatterbridge 
Click Here 

Sat 14th & Sun 15th  RETROFEST  

Show at Bodrhyddan Hall, Dyserth Road, Rhuddlan, LL18 5SB Click Here 

Sat 21st & Sun 22nd   TATTON PASSION FOR POWER 

Static show with a unique mix of powerful performance cars with rare 

and exciting vehicles. 

Click Here 

Sun 29th & Mon 30th SHREWSBURY STEAM RALLY Click Here 

 

  SEPTEMBER 

Fri 11th & Sun 13th           GOODWOOD REVIVAL 

This event commemorates the golden era of motoring  
Click Here 

Sat 11th & Sun 12th  MALPAS YESTERYEAR RALLY 

Static Event – Rally Field, Hampton Malpas, Cheshire SY14 8JN.  Click Here 

Sunday 19th  GORDALE SHOW 

Event of Pre-Entered Historic Vehicles manufactured prior to 31st 

December 1990.  Again, there will be an optional run 
Still hoping to hold this event subject to Government advise. 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

 

Fri 12th to Sun 14th  CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW (NEC) 

Biggest Classic Car Show in the UK. 
Click Here 

Key: Cancelled   WCCC Event   Provisional Event   Brums & Buns   

Crane Bank Garage, 
Poulton Road, Wallasey,  

Wirral. CH44 4BZ 
Tel: 0151 - 638 1469    Fax: 0151 - 200 5050 
E mail: Wallasey@cranebankgarages.co.uk 

Website: www.cranebankgarages.co.uk 

WE OFFER ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS & SERVICING ON MODERN & 

CLASSIC CARS. WE CARRY OUT MOT’S ON PETROL AND DIESEL CARS 

& VANS. 

WE CAN UNDERTAKE WELDING AND BODY REPAIRS.  

WE HAVE A FIRST-CLASS PANEL BEATER (ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOL) 

WHO HAS BEEN USED BY AND IS RECOMMENDED BY WCCC MEMBERS 

 DISCOUNT TO ALL WCCC MEMBERS ON PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP 

 COME AND VISIT THE FRIENDLIEST GARAGE IN THE WIRRAL 

 Phone 0151 - 638 1469 

 BIG ENOUGH TO COPE - SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 

Also, in Chester.     
Crane Bank Garage (Chester), 

Hartford Way (by new Tesco), Sealand Road, Chester.  CH1 4NT 
Tel: (01244) 317191              Fax: (01244) 310164 
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