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Chairman Chat  

Hi folks trust you and yours are all staying 

safe and in good health.  It’s the end of 

August and I am writing to report what did 

not happen at our meetings that we did not 

hold in August which should have been a 

games night the number of members that 

did not turn up would have meant that the 

room at the Legion would have been filled 

to capacity apart from the fact that we did 

not participate in any games as there was 

nobody there.  We had considered getting a 

renowned celebrity to speak to us, sadly 

due to Covid 19 problems he was unable to 

attend which was a blessing in disguise as 

it would have been a long way for him not 

to come. 

We did however hold a Committee 

meeting at Cliff Heald’s garage 

maintaining social distancing, where we 

unfortunately had to make the decision to 

cancel Gordale taking into account 

Government guidelines and social 

distancing.  We are planning to hold the 

AGM albeit without members attending, 

we are going to issue a list of members 

wishing to stand on the Committee and 

each member standing will require a 

Proposer and Seconder from the 

membership.  We are also proposing for all 

paid up membership to be extended to 

December 31st 2021.  Further details along 

with a proposed Rule change will be sent 

to all members in an email and also 

detailed in this Newsletter. 

We are looking to hold an event later in the 

year provided Government guidelines are 

eased with members meeting at a number 

of venues (based on number of entrants) 

then making their way along pre-

determined routes to all finish at a suitable 

location, before making their own way 

home.  We shall be discussing this at the 

next Committee meeting and providing 

further information to members assuming 

of course that it does not contravene 

Government guidelines. 

The function rooms at the Royal British 

legion are still closed at present except for 

funerals and weddings with a maximum of 

thirty attendee’s, we shall be monitoring 

this situation and inform members if there 

are any changes. 

Our “Facebook” page has a membership of 

142 which is available for members 

requesting information and posting articles, 

please keep supporting this page and our 

thanks go to John Cartlidge who is looking 

after this social media site on behalf of the 

Club. 

If you have any ideas for keeping us all 

amused or have a story, anecdote or just 

something you may feel will be interesting 

to members give me or David a bell, 

alternatively add it to our Facebook page.  

Stay Safe 

Ralph Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome this Month’s new members and please join with the 

Committee in making them welcome. 
No. 650 Mike Harris from Ness owns a 1970’s Renault/Ford Special Sporting Trials Car, 

a 1995 Morgan 4/4 and an Audi A2 2002 

No. 651 Leonard Burgess from Thingwall owns a 2007 Morgan 4/4 

No. 652 Kevin Street from Bebington owns a Daimler SP250 (Dart) 1960 
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2020 MEMBERSHIP 

The membership numbers for 2020 now stands at 131 an increase of 4 from last month, 

made up of 1 renewal and 3 new members.   The membership breakdown is 116 

Renewals and 15 New Members since the 1st September 2020. 
 

HANDBOOK 

We will be adding the Handbook to the Website as an electronic book to the Members 

area.  You will have received an email in July with your current details, address, phone 

number and cars owned.  We have now updated the Handbook which will soon be 

available on the website. 
 

No CLUB NIGHT at the British Legion in SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday Club nights, at the British Legion Heswall, have been cancelled until the end  

of September and the Committee will be reviewing all other meetings on a month by month 

basis.  The Royal British Legion is not hopeful about re-opening the function rooms this 

year. 
 

WCCC FACEBOOK  

 

The “Wirral Classic Car Club” Facebook page now has 142 members 

and is available to all WCCC members.  The club is using the 

Facebook page to notify events, online discussions, seek technical 

advice, photos or to just exchange views on all manner of subjects.  If 

you have not joined yet, please give it a try.   

PLEASE NOTE that there is another FACEBOOK site called “Wirral 

Classic Cars Club” which has no connection to our CLUB.    

 
 

WCCC website 

The Club’s website has now been updated to include the “Newsletter – Members Only”.  

Here you will find all of this year’s Newsletter in e-book & pdf format.  To access the 

Newsletter in e-book format just click on the Thumbnail picture, for the month required, or 

click text to download in pdf format.  The Handbook will be added in September, in the 

same format and both will be password protected.  The password will be sent to you by 

email. 

NEWSLETTER (Articles Urgently Required)  

Thanks to those members who have sent in articles which will appear in the Newsletter over 

the next few months.  Please share your stories of projects you might be working on, in your 

Man Cave, Garage or Shed, during this self-isolation period.   

Restoration & mileage awards. Entry forms to be sent in by 31st September 2020 

The entry forms for both of these awards can be found on the WCCC web site under “What’s 

on Offer”.  The Geoff Whitely Restoration Form can be completed anytime but must be 

submitted by 31st September to be eligible.  

Also, the “Mileage award must also be submitted by the 31st September.
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General Advice on Coronavirus Update 

Key points: Taken from FBHVC - A guide to Government rules for vehicle clubs. 

• The pandemic is NOT over. 
• Club members attend shows and events at their own risk. 
• It is against the law that gatherings of more than 30 people can take place.  
• Meeting / Event organisers must keep records of attendance for track and trace and be able 

to demonstrate adherence to COVID-19 secure guidelines.  
• Read and understand Government guidance for your specific area of the UK. 
• Check your vehicle over carefully if it’s not been used for a while, paying particular attention 

to tyres and brakes.  
• Maintain social distancing of 2 metres (1 metre in certain circumstances - refer to 

Government guidelines). 
• If you previously declared your historic vehicle as being on SORN to the DVLA, be sure to 

update it before taking to the road. Where applicable.  
• If you didn’t renew your insurance policy during lockdown, do it right away.  
• If your vehicle needs one, do you have a MOT?  The six-month extension only applies to 

cars that were due a MOT after 30th March 2020 and before 1st August. Extensions are 
granted in the seven days before the expiry date. After August 1st, you will be required to 
renew your MOT upon it's expiry as normal.  

• If you begin to display any new symptoms. Please self-isolate immediately and consult the 
NHS advice below.  

Article below - written by Malcolm Grubb FBHVC: 
I am still receiving lots of event postponements and cancellations, both nationally and 
internationally, as clubs and organisers struggle to comply with ever changing rules and 
guidance. It is evident that many clubs are taking a very cautious approach to restarting 
their club nights and events. However, I am also aware that some ‘individuals’ are arranging 
informal gatherings via social media. Although this may not directly impact their club it can 
appear to the general public that historic vehicle owners are visibly flouting the ‘rules’ and 
this reflects badly on the whole historic vehicle community in the UK. Please think very 
carefully before making any such plans.  

FBHVC Coronavirus / General advise.  

 

WCCC SHOWS & EVENTS for 2020 

This year’s Shows/Events organised by the Club Committee. 
 

As Ralph stated in the Chairman’s Chat, we are hoping, subject to Government guidelines to 

hold some sort of run before the end of 2020 
 

a. Gordale Run Sunday (20th September) Cancelled. 

Unfortunately due to the Government restriction on holding events we have we have had to 

cancel this event.  

However, those who entered the rally are being asked to send ONE Photograph of the Car 

You Entered in Gordale this year to David Boumphrey to his email address: 

dave.boumphrey@gmail.com and we will have a "Virtual" Event....there may be even be 

some Prizes. 
 

c. CHRISTMAS CLUB DINNER (2020) Cancelled 
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Although the Royal British Legion in Heswall is now open they still have not opened any of their function 

rooms and will be reviewing this again in August.

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 20th GORDALE CAR SHOW & RUN   Cliff Heald: 334 6938  

 Again, with optional run finishing at  

 Gordale 

 

*Wednesday 30th  AUCTION NIGHT     Cliff Heald: 334 6938 

 

OCTOBER 

*Wednesday 28th  PRIZE GIVING & AGM     A Boumphrey: 327 2482 

 

NOVEMBER 

*Wednesday 25th  PHOTOGRAPHIC NIGHT    Tony Bagnall: 342 4906 

 

DECEMBER 

Saturday 5th XMAS PARTY      

 Unfortunately cancelled in its current format  

 

KEY *Wednesday    MONTHLY CLUB NIGHT 

 

AGM 

 

It is not looking very promising that we will be able to hold our Annual General Meeting in 

October as the Function room at the Royal British Legion will probably not be open.   

 

As there is a proposed change to the Rules and Regulations and some other matters, we will 

be sending all members an email, in early September with the changes and proposals for you 

to study and forward any objections to the Club’s Secretary.  We will also put forward the 

nominations for the Committee and this is an opportunity for any member to put their name 

forward for consideration to join the Committee. 

 

If there are any changes in the restrictions or an alternative way of holding an AGM, we will 

let the membership know.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR CLUB 

2020 PROGRAMME 
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MIKE TROOP ENTHUSIAST AWARD 2010 

Placings in the 2020 Enthusiasts’ Award are shown to those who have amassed points.  It is members’ 

responsibility to check that their score is correct.  The attendance list is collected by Penny Lord, at the club 

night and produced by Simon Thornton.  Past Winners are shown in GREEN but are not eligible for the 

award at the AGM, as this can only be won outright once.   

Qualification & Points: Attending Monthly meetings (3 points), Magazine/Newsletter articles (3 points), 

Introducing new member (5 points), Attending Club Events (3 Points) 

Bonus Points: Organising a show (10 points) Organising a Visit (5 points), Organising a Club Night (5 

points), Club Night Speaker (5 points), Marshalling (5 points), Assisting at a Show/Club Night (5 points), 

Short Talks (3 points). 

(The List below show the points up to the end of July 2020) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No  Name Total 

157 David Boumphrey 46 

559 John Cartlidge 40 

496 Bob Fletcher 32 

402 Ralph Wilson 29 

511 Paul  Graham 28 

453 Tony Bagnall 28 

512 John Pidsley 23 

562 Ian  Dixon 22 

581 Ted Bemand 21 

615 Dave Morris 20 

379 Paul Youd 20 

591 John Callcott 18 

582 Peter Nolan 18 

555 Alex Williams 15 

188 Bruce Hazlehurst 15 

135 Cliff Heald 15 

356 Eric Hignett 15 

612 Ken Oram 15 

510 Robert Price 15 

596 Roger Whittall 14 

339 Alan Green 12 

338 Allan Briggs 12 

375 Anne Williamson 12 

560 David Johnson 12 

573 David Williams 12 

495 Geoff Bell 12 

619 Graham Webber 12 

314 Howard Finney 12 

643 John White 12 

450 Penny Lord 12 

616 Robert Soar 12 

641 Tim Little 11 

567 Colin Offley 9 

518 Frank Breen 9 

149 Geoff Sharp 9 

572 George McGuire 9 

541 James Smythe 9 

632 John Morris 9 

207 Ken Glass 9 

644 Peter Hughes 9 

429 Roger McCoy 9 

485 Ronald Law 9 

588 Simon Thornton 9 

576 Stephen  Wright 9 

216 Ian Gaskill 8 

 

No  Name Total 

600 Allan Griffiths 6 

645 Dave Eldridge 6 

547 David Woods 6 

635 Gareth Sephton 6 

605 Gary McKelvey 6 

540 Joe Hustwayte 6 

424 John Constantine 6 

568 John McLannahan 6 

569 Kevin Roberts 6 

208 Malcolm Brewer 6 

601 Martin Hughes 6 

618 Reg Webster 6 

473 Richard Warren 6 

574 Ron  Owen 6 

611 Stephen Mosley 6 

233 Steve Mansell 6 

549 Terry Cook 6 

577 Barry Steadman 3 

642 Chris Stanley 3 

232 Clive Patterson 3 

623 Colin Jones 3 

529 Dave Thomas 3 

649 Dave  Betts 3 

480 Dennis Pickering 3 

579 Fred Smith 3 

613 John Johnson 3 

620 John Owen 3 

497 Ken Sessford 3 

621 Lee Currie 3 

333 Lund John 3 

633 Mark Anson 3 

595 Martin Hill 3 

351 Morris Nevin 3 

592 Norman Harrop 3 

617 Paul Cattrell 3 

565 Paul  Francom 3 

72 Peter Roca 3 

169 Richard Saunders 3 

606 Robbie Watson 3 

628 Ron Goodwin 3 

554 Ronald Shrimpton 3 

413 Steve Anderson 3 

374 Stewart Langerhuizen 3 

607 William Farragher 3 
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MERCHANDISE 
 

Club merchandise if not in stock can be ordered giving size and colour required to Geoff Bell who can be 

contacted at the club nights or by:- email: geoffbell.a35@gmail.com  or  0758317383 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

Merchandise with Club Logo 

  Size Colour Price 

Cap one size fits all Navy Only £8.00 

Car Badge S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available  

 

Yellow 

 

£14.00  

Sweat Shirt               

 (No collar, long sleeves) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  

Polo Shirt               

(collar, Short Sleeve) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  

Crane Bank Garage, 

Poulton Road, Wallasey,  
Wirral. CH44 4BZ 

Tel: 0151 - 638 1469    Fax: 0151 - 200 5050 
E mail: Wallasey@cranebankgarages.co.uk 

Website: www.cranebankgarages.co.uk 

WE OFFER ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS & SERVICING ON MODERN & 

CLASSIC CARS. WE CARRY OUT MOT’S ON PETROL AND DIESEL CARS 

& VANS. 

WE CAN UNDERTAKE WELDING AND BODY REPAIRS.  

WE HAVE A FIRST-CLASS PANEL BEATER (ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOL) 

WHO HAS BEEN USED BY AND IS RECOMMENDED BY WCCC MEMBERS 

 DISCOUNT TO ALL WCCC MEMBERS ON PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP 

 COME AND VISIT THE FRIENDLIEST GARAGE IN THE WIRRAL 

 Phone 0151 - 638 1469 

 BIG ENOUGH TO COPE - SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 

Also, in Chester.     
Crane Bank Garage (Chester), 

Hartford Way (by new Tesco), Sealand Road, Chester.  CH1 4NT 
Tel: (01244) 317191              Fax: (01244) 310164 
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Spa Classic May 2014 in a Carrera 3.2 

Never been to Spa. 

Tried in the ‘80’s and got as far as Dover in the coach and was stopped from going onto the ferry due to a 

heat wave in Belgium and the F1 cars, at that time, being 1000 bhp turbo’s, ripping up the tarmac and 

cancelling the race! 

So, after 20 odd years decided to finally go, but to the Classic not the GP and take the 911 plus son, who is 

thankfully up to speed with the car, plus camping gear.  Surprising how much you can fit into sa 3.2; tent, 

table, 2 chairs, 2 sleeping bags, cooking gear, spare clothes, coats, boots and food (no beer!) 

Had car serviced before the trip and managed to get together all the stuff required for a continental jaunt. 

Packed everything in, on a bright and dry Thursday morning for the wonderful trip across the Pennines from 

Cheshire to Hull. 

P & O ferry to Zeebrugge wasn’t bad, punctual, good beer, good cabin and no waves! 

Getting out of the port was a bit of problem due to closed roads but were soon on the way down to Ypres. 

We wanted to tie in a trip to see the Salient, it being a hundred years since the start of WW1 and also my 

grandfather was out there in 1917. 

Went to Tyne Cot cemetery first, very moving, just row upon row 

of Portland tombstones, the young age of the soldiers, how 

immaculate it was and so quiet.  And seemingly in the middle of a 

field, hard to imagine the actual battlefield, as the cemetery has 

German blockhouses within the boundary. 

Did feel a bit awkward being at a commonwealth memorial in an 

iconic German car. 

Further on we went to Zonnebeke, which had a very good museum 

about the fighting which went on around the area.  Complete with replica dugouts and trenches to walk 

through. Very realistic, gave a grim but good taste of the troglodyte life in the front line. 

Ended up in Ypres town centre by the Cloth Hall, terrific building, which was 

rebuilt completely after the war. Walked up a narrow street to the Menin Gate 

memorial.  Always thought it was removed from the centre, but so close. 

Wonderful structure, very cathedral like in the centre, even though a road went 

through it. 35,000 names of soldiers who vanished on the battlefield, carved into it 

on nearly every vertical surface. Again, very moving, as I found 15 surnames the 

same as mine.  

Also had a walk down the south east part of the city on top of the medieval walls, 

overlooking a small canal, which led down a small cemetery containing soldiers 

from the Cheshire’s. Again, so well-kept and a beautiful resting place. 

Finally got on the motorway to Spa, great roads, well built and maintained but Belgian driving standards left 

a bit to be desired; tail gating, sudden lane changes and what speed limit! at least the camions kept to one 

side. 

After a 3-hour drive, car went well keeping up with the 

traffic, or was trying to, 80 mph cruising and that was 

slow! Managed to find Eau Rouge campsite, after some 

interesting navigation.  It was very good with heated 

showers, café, good toilet blocks and loads of tent 

space. After a very trying 45 minutes managed to put 

up the flipping’ tent (4 man - midgets and didn’t try to 

erect it before we left. Mistake!). 

Finally installed, we decided to go to the circuit for evening practice. Not easy to find the paddock entrance 

(or put it down to dopey navigating,) but once in, found designated area with tour company. Again, with 

some difficulty. Thank goodness for my son’s good French. 
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Amazing paddock, mostly out of concrete platforms, on three levels with some fantastic cars all lined up in 

temporary garages, all open to view, rows of 1960, 70 and 80’s 911’s and 935’s plus 635 Beemer’s, 2 litre 

and 5 litre sports prototypes. Not to mention a host of 1960’s Italian exotica and a very good line up of 

Group C cars. 

Managed to get to the restaurant overlooking the start straight and for 2 hours watched the night-time 

practice. Very good but got chilly, then had to find way out of the place, again not easy. 

Camping. What can I say, not for me! Cold, cramped, no sleep, etc. but thank goodness for instant porridge 

pots at 6.30 am. 

Into circuit early doors in designated area ready for a track tour for 25 minutes.  

Very eclectic group of classics lined 

up in the new pits lane then off 

following the course car down to 

Eau Rouge; was then being passed 

by TVRs and so the foot went to the 

floor. 

Great flowing corners, fantastic 

track.  Best part was rushing down 

the hill past the old pits and 

accelerating up one of the most 

famous bits of track worldwide. 

Wow! The car went great and after 2 

laps got into the swing of the circuit and overtook quite a few TR’s, MG’s. Managed 5 fantastic laps, Oulton 

Park will never be the same after this. Recommend to anyone with petrol in their veins. 

Somewhat spoilt by some stupid and aggressive driving by 2 locals in M beemers, don’t know what they 

were doing on the track, carving a lot of slower cars up. Luckily no one was damaged or hurt. The marshals 

were not interested at all in black flagging this idiotic behaviour. 

Parked up in the paddock for the rest of the day and enjoyed access to all areas, especially the tour 

company’s rooms above the old pits, with free tea and coffee all day. Great views of the older sports cars 

doing driver changes and bit of frantic repair work especially on a 275 Ferrari. 

Great racing all day with good organisation, walked up the hill at Eau Rouge, steeper than you think. 

Small bar at the top, great place for a beer, bratwurst and a rest! 

Super view down the hill, with the cars rushing down past the old pits and up over the brow and onto the 

straight with a blast of noise, especially the turbo 935’s. 

Stayed on until 9.30 and called it a night, back to the camp site for an alcohol induced better night’s sleep. 

Early wake up again after another cold night. Thank goodness for a fab warm shower. Packed everything 

away, or tried, how on earth to get the rotten tent back inside the bag. In the end just stuffed it in the boot 

and hoped for the best. 

Went to circuit again into the paddock, knew the way by now, and again a hot sunny day with 3 early races 

to watch. Off at midday, but quite a job to get out as there were more people in the paddock than out around 

the circuit. It was bit difficult not running anyone over. 

Good drive back to ferry with a small detour to Bruges centre, wanted to stop but parking was a no-no. 

Cobbled street really tested the build quality of a 26-year-old car, but all was good. 

Again, a good ferry crossing and straight out into a Hull traffic jam, welcome back! 

M62 uneventful and back to the Wirral in 3 hours, having done 850 miles with no car problems at all, apart 

from usual old 911 lack of ventilation, but was able to have sunroof open most of the time. 

Am thinking of next year’s trip to the ‘Old Timer’ event at the ‘Ring in August, but not camping! 

Tim Little 
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Police Podium at Duke Street  
You may notice in my article, in last month’s Newsletter, that I mentioned a guy called Tony 
Statham. 

One day, in the early 1970's, Tony was on duty in the Police podium, at the junction of Duke Street 
and Corporation Road.  At the time, Tony had swapped his Sunbeam Alpine for a Sunbeam 
Rapier fastback, MBG 999H, which was parked next to the nearby Police hut.  A shunting loco 
came along the track next to the podium, it derailed and crashed into a lamp post.  The lamp post 
fell over, right on the roof of the Rapier completely wrecking the car.  

There was a photo in the Birkenhead News, of Tony, standing next to the wreckage, with his 
helmet pushed back, scratching his head. 

I've tried to find the archived photo but couldn't find it. 

The podium was the only 24/7 manned Police traffic point in the country and maybe in the world. 
They had it because there was a 4-way road junction, right next to a railway track. They couldn't 
get a set of traffic lights to do the same job, so they had the podium. It even had an electric heater 
in it.  

The Dock Division was widely regarded as a 'punishment division', for officers who had 
transgressed or were unenthusiastic. I did one 'relief shift" on the podium, although I was never 
posted to the Dock Division. 

There was another podium, further down the road at Vittoria Street Gate, although it wasn't 
manned 24/7. 

I think the podium was withdrawn in the 1970's, as the Dock Railway was abandoned.   

 
Ken Glass 

 

 
Ken Glass 
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My Best Car – Jowett Javelin - RJO 666 

My interest in Jowett Javelin goes back to 1948 when I was sixteen. I was abroad with my 

mum & dad and by chance we met a family from Peterborough travelling in what was then a 

rare car, a Jowett Javelin EG 8648.  I was lucky enough to be offered a seat in it whilst one 

of them got into our car.  It was a thrilling experience for a young lad like me as the Javelin 

was very impressive.   

In 1953 I was lucky enough 

to be able to buy one, ex-

demonstration car, which 

had all the extra bits on it 

including a radio with a 

rear speaker and by turning 

a knob on the dashboard, 

you could get sound from 

both back and front.   I was 

very pleased with my 

purchase.  I didn’t drive it 

particularly fast because it 

was silent and a 

comfortable at 60mph.   

In August 1959 the Jowett went on a camping holiday in Scotland with two of my mates 

from Uni.  We put up our tent for one night in Glencoe then motored on the Sky, no bridge 

in those days.   The car went very well but a wheel bearing became a little noisy during the 

trip.   

The next expedition was a trip to Europe with two different mates from Uni.  A full service 

had been carried out and the day before the ‘off’, I was driving along the A540 when out of 

Norman’s Farm came a tractor towing a trailer.  I had to break very hard and almost as I did, 

there was a loud bang as a motorcyclist who hadn’t been able to stop ploughed into the 

offside rear door area.  Luckily, he was wearing a helmet, not compulsory in those days and 

wasn't badly injured nor was I but the car looked very sorry for itself.  Anyway, I picked up 

my two friends the next day and we had a very successful holiday travelling to France 

Switzerland and Italy the car didn't miss a beat.   

When we returned to the UK the Javelin was booked in to be repaired and that was done 

successfully and when I was able to drive her again, she didn't seem quite the same so soon 

afterwards I bought a fairly new Ford Zephyr.   

Many years later I bought another Javelin but by then things had moved on and what had 

been seen as a super car in the 1950’s wasn’t quite the same in the 1990’s!! 

Goeff Boston 
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WCCC Members Cars 

I have been updating the Membership records in the Club’s Handbook and thought members may be 

interested in some statistical information on the cars owned by club members. 

 

At present we have 131 members and the total number of registered Vehicles is 256.  Most cars were 

manufactured by UK Car producers which is not surprising as in the 1950’s the UK were the 2nd biggest 

manufacturer of cars, 2nd only to the USA.  The decline, in manufacture, started in the early 60’s where the 

UK were now in 3rd place and cars imported into the UK from Europe and Japan started to increase. 

 

Anyway, back to the Members Vehicles. 

 

The Graph here shows where the 

members Vehicles were 

manufactured by percentage, with 

85% (216) manufactured in the 

UK. The list is in numerical order 

with Austrian & Dutch with 1 

each.  

 

Majority are manufactured Post-

war and prior to 1980.  The 

breakdown is: 

51 - Pre-War  

172 - from 1940 to 1980 

33 - Post 1980. 

 

The vehicles are mainly cars with: 

1 Van 

2 campers 

2 - 3 wheelers  

13 motorcycles. 

 

 

 

 

In the 2nd graph we show any 

manufacturer where there are more 

than 5 cars registered.  You will see 

that MG’s are the most popular car 

with 20% (33 cars), closely followed 

by Austin (31) cars.  The only 

foreign make to appear in the top 12 

is VW at 4% (6 cars). 

 

Ford only made 5th place ahead of 

Triumph.  Some of the popular UK 

makes like Vauxhall, Hillman, 

Sunbeam, Riley & Wolsey don’t 

appear. 

 

If you take all the makes that merged 

to become British Leyland, we have 

119 cars which is 46%. 

 

Next Month we will look at which are the popular models and have they been a good investment? 
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NEWS from the FEDRERATION  

 GREEN NUMBER PLATES get the green light for a zero-emission future 

Introduction of green number plates plus a multi-

million-pound investment for electric vehicle research 

helping accelerate a zero-emission future for the UK. 

• green number plates for electric vehicles to be 

introduced across the UK from autumn 

• £12 million investment also announced for ground-

breaking zero-emission vehicle research 

• cleaner, greener transport will help people to travel 

safely and drive a green economic recovery as the 

country rebuilds 

Green 

number 

plates are 

set to be 

rolled out 

from 

autumn, Transport Secretary Grant Shapps confirmed 

today (16 June 2020), under plans to drive a green 

economic recovery. 

As part of the government’s plans to achieve net zero 

emissions by 2050, drivers will be encouraged to make 

the switch to electric vehicles through the introduction 

of green number plates.  The plates will make it easier 

for cars to be identified as zero emission vehicles, 

helping local authorities design and put in place new 

policies to incentivise people to own and drive them. 

For example, drivers could benefit from local initiatives 

such as cheaper parking and cost-free entry into zero-

emission zones where those with a green number plate 

will be recognised as eligible. 

The plates will be identifiable by a green flash on the 

left-hand side and will be available for zero emission 

vehicles only. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said: 

"A green recovery is key to helping us achieve our net 

zero carbon commitments while also promoting 

economic growth." 

"Green number plates could unlock a number of 

incentives for drivers and increase awareness of cleaner 

vehicles on our roads, showing people that a greener 

transport future is within our grasp." 

"We’re supporting small businesses to develop the 

transport tech of the future through a multi-million-

pound investment, ensuring that UK businesses remain 

at the forefront of low carbon innovation and research.’’ 

This follows the conclusion of a consultation, inviting 

comments from the public, local authorities and industry 

stakeholders from a range of sectors including motoring 

and consumer groups and vehicle manufacturers on how 

best to introduce green number plates. 

To further accelerate the government’s plans to drive a 

green recovery, £12 million funding for ground-breaking 

research into the zero-emission market has also been 

announced to develop greener vehicles and help improve 

vehicle charging technology. 

The funding, made available through the Office for Low 

Emission Vehicles (OLEV) and delivered through 

Innovate UK, will see £10 million for a new Zero 

Emission Vehicle Innovation Competition. This will 

invite applicants to bid for project funding to support 

advancements in both battery electric and hydrogen 

vehicles, as well as charging infrastructure.? 

OLEV is also providing £2 million to UK small and 

medium businesses to support their research into zero-

emission vehicles in areas such as battery technology, 

which could be used by major vehicle manufacturers in 

future electric vehicle production. 

The funding will help these businesses to drive local 

economic growth through research and development 

projects in areas including charging infrastructure and 

zero emission vehicles, which could in turn create over 

6,000 skilled jobs. 

Since the above news item was placed on our website, 

we received many enquiries as to whether the historic 

vehicle movement could in some way have a 

distinguishing mark on registration plates to show they 

are indeed a historic vehicle. Well, as it happens, WE 

CAN!  

Reflective plates became compulsory for vehicles 

registered after January 1973 and optional for vehicles 

registered before that date. That remained the case until 

2015 when the change-over date (from black and white 

to reflective) was linked to the 40-year-old 

qualification for the ‘historic’ tax class and nil VED.  

That is to say that any vehicle registered in the ‘historic’ 

tax class is permitted to use black and white number 

plates. 

Thus, the historic vehicle community now has its own 

badge of honour to rival the new green band on the 

plates for all electric vehicles. Any vehicle boasting 

black and white number plates is a culturally significant 

historic artefact!
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ARTICLE FROM THE FEDERATION 

How a car changed my life forever Bob Owen (FBHVC) 

I was brought up in the small country 

town of Ayr. I lived on the edge, in a 

semi-rural area, where cars were rare. 

To get into town you used the bus and 

your bike. The only way to go 

anywhere outside the surroundings of 

the town was to catch a train, so we 

didn’t leave it often. 

In 1956 my father bought his first car. 

He was not a devotee of the aesthetics 

of motor cars but saw them as tools 

for a task. He only had a provisional 

driving licence, but my mum, who 

had not passed a test either, had a full 

one from before the war so we could 

travel around legally from the 

beginning. Innocent times! 

And the task he foresaw was to take 

his family of a wife and three sons 

around on camping holidays. And all 

this at a time when camping 

equipment was heavy and bulky and 

my mother, in common with many at 

the time, insisted that we take all our 

food with us. So, he needed space. 

A colleague of Dad’s had just bought 

an original Bedford Dormobile, a 

vehicle so forgotten that Wikipedia 

doesn’t know about it. This was a 

CAV 12cwt van, with a 1500cc 4-

cylinder engine. A firm called Martin 

Walter in Folkestone converted it by 

putting in windows and making up a 

hinged framework of seating from 

angled steel and Dunlopillo. The seat 

ran along each side but could be 

raised along the sides to leave the van 

area clear, could be laid flat, or folded 

to make up two rows of seats. Dad 

was so impressed he bought one. 

Also, my Dad had a keen eye for a 

bargain and as a van it didn’t carry 

purchase tax!  

As an optional extra (the only one my 

Dad bought, no nonsense with a 

heater) you could have four additional 

upholstered sections. These fitted, by 

simply being laid between the seats 

and hanging by angle brackets 

between the two rows, thus either 

creating a completely flat surface, or 

connecting the rows of seats, making 

up to six seats in total. It worked well, 

though when empty the whole thing 

rattled like a box of tacks. 

In July 1959, my Dad having learned 

to drive properly, we set off to tour 

Europe, with a full-length rack on the 

top, travelling down over two days to 

Dover, from which we took the 

original Townsend Ferries” Free 

Enterprise”. We had two tents, one of 

which us three boys used and the 

other which was specially made to fit 

onto the rear doors of the car. This 

created a living area. 

Over three whole weeks we toured 

France, Belgium, Germany and 

Switzerland. We saw most of the 

biggest sights, from the Atomium in 

Brussels, then new and a wonder of 

the age, to the almost restored 

Cologne Cathedral, and the Palace of 

Versailles. As there were very few 

other tourists from Britain, I got used 

to hearing everyone around me 

talking in a language, I either did not 

understand at all, or only very little. 

We saw scenery I had only imagined, 

visited places large and small sights, 

we met farmers with oxcarts in 

Germany. When you camp you are 

closer to the people who live where 

you visit than in any hotel. 

We crossed the Jaun Pass in the 

Alps, which the engine managed 

fine but which wrecked the 

brakes on the way down. This 

resulted in an extended stay on 

the sunny shores of a warm Lake 

of Geneva, while the brake shoes 

were replaced. While there, by an 

amazing coincidence, my Dad’s 

colleague with the other 

Dormobile turned up and pitched 

right by our tent, beside which 

ours was not parked, being in the 

garage. So, when we got ours 

back from Lausanne, the two 

Scottish Dormobiles had a 

reunion in Switzerland. 

This trip was something of which all 

my schoolfriends were jealous. It 

made me feel different from them in 

some way. It was, I am sure, the spur 

for the ongoing enjoyment of 

independent travel and interest in 

people from other countries and 

cultures which has been one of the 

most important aspects of my life 
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Club Shows & Events - 2020  
Note: I have updated the events to indicate which shows have been cancelled/Postponed.  

This may not be up to date so if anyone knows of any cancelations please let me know. 

The FBHVC and Government guidelines doesn’t allow us to hold shows. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 5th – Sun 6th SMALLWOOD VINTAGE RALLY 

CANCELLED 
 Click Here 

Fri 11th - Sun 13th           GOODWOOD REVIVAL 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

Sat 12th – Sun 13th  MALPAS YESTERYEAR RALLY 

CANCELLED Click Here 

Sunday 20th  GORDALE SHOW 

CANCELLED  

 

 

OCTOBER 

Sunday 4th BUS & TRAM SHOW 

This year’s event is CANCELLED.  This event takes 6 
months to plan so the decision was made in April 

 

Thur 29th – Sun 1st   WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RALLYING 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 13th – Sun 15th   LANCASTER INSURANCE CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

Classic car show with over 3000 classic and vintage vehicles 
displayed over 7 halls at the NEC.   

Click Here 

 

Key: Cancelled   WCCC Event   Provisional Event   Brums & Buns   

 

Club Shows & Events – 2021 
Something to look forward to. 

FEBRUARY 

Thu 18th - Sun 21st THE LONDON CLASSIC CAR SHOW   

Held at Kensington (Olympia) Olympia Way, Hammersmith,  

London W14 0NE 

Click Here 

 

MARCH 

Fri 26th - Sun 28th PRATICAL CLASSICS CAR & RESTORATION SHOW 

Over 1000 cars and 150 clubs on display at NEC Birmingham. 
Click Here 

 

APRIL 

Sunday 25th      WCCC SOCIAL RUN & TREASURE HUNT   

Run on the FBHVC drive it day.  A pre-determined route of 

about twenty miles, stopping at places of interest to solve 

clues. Finishing for lunch at a local hostelry.   

Click Here 
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http://www.smallwoodvintagerally.co.uk/
https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/goodwood-revival/
https://www.steamheritage.co.uk/steam-rallies-and-events/event/malpas-yesteryear-rally1
https://www.walesrallygb.com/world-championship-rallying-returns-to-wales-in-2020/
https://www.thenec.co.uk/whats-on/classic-motor-show/
https://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/about/about-lccs/
http://www.necrestorationshow.com/
https://wirralclassiccarclub.co.uk/spring-run-and-treasure-hunt/
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