
 

 

  
             Monthly Newsletter – June 2020 

Club Website: www.wirralclassiccarclub.co.uk 

Email: wirralclassiccarclub@gmail.com 
 

           WCCC Supported Charity – Dementia Together Wirral 
 

Chairman:            Ralph Wilson    : 0151 336 1998 - ralphwilson6003@gmail.com 
Hon. Secretary:    Ann Boumphrey      : 0151 327 2482 - ann.boumphrey@gmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer:    David Boumphrey   : 0151 327 2482 - dave.boumphrey@gmail.com 

 

Committee Members      

Chief Marshal & Gordale Event:  Cliff Heald  : 334 6938 - cliffheald@gmail.com  
Merchandise & Historic Rally:     Geoff Bell  : 739 9870 - geoffbell.a35@gmail.com             

Raffle:                                           John Pidsley  : 328 1993 - thornhey@btinternet.com  

Public Relations             Alan Green     : 625 7782 - alan.r.green@hotmail.co.uk     

Membership Secretary:                 Simon Thornton  : 625 1236 - rustywing@outlook.com            

Social Secretary                            Dawn Dixon    : 639 0731 - dawndixon@talktalk.net    
 

Other Appointments 

Wirral Classic Car Show:             Ralph Wilson     : 336 1998  

Monthly e-News & website:   David Boumphrey : 327 2482   

Enthusiasts Award:                       Simon Thornton : 625 1236  
Enthusiasts Award:                       Penny Lord   : 632 5932  

 

NOTE: New Club email Address: wirralclassiccarclub@gmail.com 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No: 1179533 

 

Virtual Members Night Winner 

http://www.wirralclassiccarclub.co.uk/
mailto:wirralclassiccarclub@gmail.com
mailto:ralphwilson6003@gmail.com
mailto:ann.boumphrey@gmail.com
mailto:dave.boumphrey@gmail.com
mailto:cliffheald@gmail.com
mailto:thornhey@btinternet.com
mailto:alan.r.green@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:rustywing@outlook.com
mailto:dawndixon@talktalk.net
mailto:wirralclassiccarclub@gmail.com
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
https://wirralclassiccarclub.co.uk/
https://dementiatogetherwirral.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/530370254090341


Chairman Chat  
 

Hi folks trust you and yours are all staying 

safe and in good health.  Another month has 

passed since my last writeup but not a lot has 

changed in these unprecedented times, we 
have been unable to hold our June meeting 

which would have been the Members Car 

Night however, we did manage to hold a 

virtual event and the winner, who will be 

receiving a bottle of wine, was Robbie Watson 
with his splendid 1934 Ulster Special, he will 

also be receiving the Trophy “hopefully” at 

the AGM. 

The committee had another virtual meeting on 

Zoom and we were considering having a get 
together in the open with a possible picnic at 

the end of July but due to the present situation 

with the Corona virus we are hoping to hold it 

at the end of August. 

We have received confirmation from Nikki 

Best, the Community Fundraising Manager 

for Clatterbridge Cancer Charity, confirming 

the Tea Party has been cancelled and thanking 

the club for offering once again to support this 

event with some of our classic cars. Can those 

members who offered to take their cars note 

the event is cancelled. 

We have been active on our “Facebook” page 
and have 138 members with a number of 

articles from members.  Please keep 

supporting this page and it’s the ideal place to 

offer any cars or associated articles which you 

may wish to sell or dispose of.  During the 

Lockdown John Cartlidge has been keeping us 

all amused with the quizzes. 

David Boumphrey has been further updating 

the club web site and hopefully you have been 

reading this edition of the club Newsletter 

from the site.  

If you have any ideas for keeping us all 

amused or have a story, anecdote or just 

something you may feel will be interesting to 
members give me or David a bell, 

alternatively add it to our Facebook site.  

Stay Safe 

Ralph Wilson 

DVLA launches online service to change address on vehicle logbook (V5C) 

The new online service will cut the amount of time it takes for motorists to 

receive a new logbook from up to 6 weeks to just 5 working days. With the 

housing market opening up across the UK post lockdown, motorists who 

need to update the address details on their vehicle logbook (V5C) can now 

do this online in a matter of minutes, DVLA has announced today. This will 
slash the amount of time it takes for motorists to receive a new logbook from 

up to 6 weeks to just 5 working days. 

Last year DVLA received around 1.4 million paper applications for change of address on a vehicle 

record. By using the new service to change the address on the logbook the information will be 

updated instantly and motorists will receive a new log book within 5 working days. 

Using this new service, it takes less than 2 minutes for motorists to inform DVLA of their new 

address. All they need is their vehicle registration number, logbook document reference number and 

their postcode.    DVLA Chief Executive Julie Lennard said: 

We’re launching this service at a time when online services are becoming even more vital to help 

people get back on the road. This new online service is quicker and easier than sending your 

logbook to DVLA so if you’ve just moved home try the service and see how simple it is. 

This announcement comes as DVLA launches a campaign to encourage motorists to try their online 

services, rather than sending in paper applications. Recent research commissioned by DVLA shows 

that of those motorists asked 97% would recommend DVLA’s online services and the most popular 

reason to transact online was convenience (86%) followed by speed (82%). 

Short cut to DVLA:     Click Here for DVLA change of address

  Click here for all of DVLA’s online Services 
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2020 MEMBERSHIP 

The membership numbers for 2020 now stands at 127.  This is made up of 115 Renewals 

and 12 New Members since the 1st September 2020. 
 

HANDBOOK 

We will be adding the Handbook to the Website as an electronic book to the Members 

area.  You will receive an email in July with your current details, address, phone number 

and cars owned.  We need you to check your details so we can update our records prior to 

adding the Handbook to the Website.   

 

No CLUB NIGHT at the British Legion in July 

Wednesday Club nights, at the British Legion Heswall, have been cancelled until the end  

of July and will be reviewing all other meetings on a month by month basis.  
 

 

WCCC FACEBOOK  

 

The “Wirral Classic Car Club” Facebook page now has 138 members 

and is available to all WCCC members.  The club is using the 

Facebook page to notify events, online discussions, seek technical 

advice, photos or to just exchange views on all manner of subjects.  If 

you have not joined yet, please give it a try.   

PLEASE NOTE that there is another FACEBOOK site called “Wirral 

Classic Cars Club” which has no connection to our CLUB.    

 
 

 

WCCC website 

The Club’s website has now been updated to include the “Newsletter – Members Only”.  

Here you will find all of this year’s Newsletter in e-book & pdf format.  To access the 

Newsletter in e-book format just click on the Thumbnail picture, for the month required, or 

click text to download in pdf format.  We will be adding the Handbook, in the same format, 

in July.  

NEWSLETTER (Articles Urgently Required)  

Thanks to those members who have sent in articles which will appear in the Newsletter over 

the next few months.  Please share your stories of projects you might be working on, in your 

Man Cave, Garage or Shed, during this self-isolation period.   

Restoration & mileage awards. 

The entry forms for both of these awards can be found on the WCCC web site under “What’s 

on Offer”.  The Geoff Whitely Restoration Form can be completed anytime but must be 

submitted by 31st September to be eligible.  

The “Mileage award must also be submitted by the 31st September
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General Advice on Coronavirus Update 
From the Editorial of FBHVC 

At the current time, the FBHVC still strongly advises all member clubs to continue to cancel social events and 

refrain from road runs, convoys or any other meetups in groups until the end of July at the earliest provisional 

date. We are recommending against driving in large convoys or groups, regardless of whether we are able to 

do so within the social distancing guidelines.  In particular, at the moment, it is important that large groups of 

historic vehicle owners do not gather in parks, or places of natural beauty.  

Furthermore, at this moment in time, the FBHVC feels that it strikes very much the wrong tone with the public to 

parade historic vehicles through the streets and country lanes in groups when many people are still in self – 

isolation within their homes or experiencing financial hardship or the loss of loved ones. The time will come, 

soon we hope, but it is not yet. 

So, by all means, use your historic vehicle individually, to drive to the shops, work or go out for exercise, but 

only individually.  Also, be sure your intended usage is covered correctly by your insurance. (Insurance may not 

cover travelling to work) 

Click here to access the full article: FBHVC Coronavirus / General advise.  

 

WCCC SHOWS & EVENTS for 2020 

This year’s Shows/Events organised by the Club Committee. 
 

a. Historic Rally (Sunday 19st July)  

With the Lockdown still in place for public gatherings we will not be able to run this event 

this year.  Also, the Council has advised us that Thornton Hough Green will not be available.  

We are hopeful that we will be able to hold an alternative event which will be for members o 

later in the Summer.  Any entry fees, for those paying by BAC’s will be reimbursed or if you 

paid by cheque these will be shreaded.   We will keep you updated as soon as we have any 

information. 
 

b. Gordale Run Sunday (20th September) 

This year’s event will again be organised by Cliff Heald. 

We will have an optional short run, around 15 miles to end up at Gordale.  Remember all 

entries need to be received before 31st July 2020.  Entry form for this is now available on 

our web site or Click Here to download.  Note: This event is limited to 80 Vehicles.  Again, 

we are hoping to run an event in September but it will dependant on the Government and the 

FBHVC. 
 

c. Classic Motor Show NEC Trip Saturday 14th November 

At the moment this is on hold but if restrictions are lifted, we hope to be able to run this trip.  

Also, part of the NEC is now being converted into a Nightingale Hospital. 
 

 

d. CHRISTMAS CLUB DINNER (2020) 

Organised by Dawn Dixon date Saturday 5th December 2020 venue the same as last year 

Carr Farm Meols. 
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JULY 

Sunday 19th  WIRRAL HISTORIC RALLY  Geoff Bell:  739 9870  

 Cancelled - Hoping to run an alternative  

 Club event at a later date. 

 

*Wednesday 29th LADIES NIGHT      Ralph Wilson: 336 1998 

  Cancelled  

AUGUST 

*Wednesday 26th  Games Night     Alan Green 342 7664  

  Games – Bowls, darts etc  

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 20th GORDALE CAR SHOW & RUN  Cliff Heald: 334 6938  

 Again, with optional run finishing at  

 Gordale 

 

*Wednesday 30th  AUCTION NIGHT     Cliff Heald: 334 6938 

 

OCTOBER 

*Wednesday 28th  PRIZE GIVING & AGM   A Boumphrey: 327 2482 

 

NOVEMBER 

*Wednesday 25th  PHOTOGRAPHIC NIGHT   Tony Bagnall: 342 4906 

 

DECEMBER 

Saturday 5th XMAS PARTY     Dawn Dixon: 639 0731 

 Again, at Carr Farm Meols.   

 Arrive 7:00 for 7:30 start.   

  Cost is £21/person    

 

KEY  *Wednesday  MONTHLY CLUB NIGHT 

BRUMS & BUNS - Organised by John Cartlidge 

As you will appreciate these are now on hold and we will keep you updated. 

Auction prices 2020 

At a recent sale at Bonhams, prices were a bit down except for pre-1960 Classics. 

Here are the best 5 performers: 

Ford Escort 1300E +36% 

Ford Escort Mk II Sport +25% 

Ford Escort Mk II Mexico + 20% 

Porsche 944 Turbo Cabrio + 20% 
Market really hot for the best examples of the Rover P5 Coupe – £40K for 53,000-mile 

WIRRAL CLASSIC CAR CLUB 

2020 PROGRAMME 
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MIKE TROOP ENTHUSIAST AWARD 2010 

Placings in the 2020 Enthusiasts’ Award are shown to those who have amassed points.  It is members’ 

responsibility to check that their score is correct.  The attendance list is collected by Penny Lord, at the club 

night and produced by Simon Thornton.  Past Winners are shown in GREEN but are not eligible for the 

award at the AGM, as this can only be won outright once.   

Qualification & Points: Attending Monthly meetings (3 points), Magazine/Newsletter articles (3 points), 

Introducing new member (5 points), Attending Club Events (3 Points) 

Bonus Points: Organising a show (10 points) Organising a Visit (5 points), Organising a Club Night (5 

points), Club Night Speaker (5 points), Marshalling (5 points), Assisting at a Show/Club Night (5 points), 

Short Talks (3 points). 

(The List below show the points up to the end of June 2020) 
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No  Name Total 

157 David Boumphrey 43 

496 Bob Fletcher 29 

511 Paul  Graham 28 

559 John Cartlidge 27 

402 Ralph Wilson 26 

453 Tony Bagnall 25 

512 John Pidsley 23 

562 Ian  Dixon 22 

615 Dave Morris 20 

379 Paul Youd 20 

581 Ted Bemand 18 

188 Bruce Hazlehurst 15 

591 John Callcott 15 

510 Robert Price 15 

596 Roger Whittall 14 

339 Alan Green 12 

338 Allan Briggs 12 

135 Cliff Heald 12 

573 David Williams 12 

356 Eric Hignett 12 

495 Geoff Bell 12 

619 Graham Webber 12 

314 Howard Finney 12 

643 John White 12 

612 Ken Oram 12 

450 Penny Lord 12 

582 Peter Nolan 12 

641 Tim Little 11 

555 Alex Williams 9 

375 Anne Williamson 9 

560 David Johnson 9 

518 Frank Breen 9 

572 George McGuire 9 

541 James Smythe 9 

632 John Morris 9 

429 Roger McCoy 9 

485 Ronald Law 9 

588 Simon Thornton 9 

576 Stephen  Wright 9 

616 Robert Soar 9 

216 Ian Gaskill 8 

600 Allan Griffiths 6 

645 Dave Eldridge 6 

 

No  Name Total 

547 David Woods 6 

149 Geoff Sharp 6 

540 Joe Hustwayte 6 

569 Kevin Roberts 6 

208 Malcolm Brewer 6 

601 Martin Hughes 6 

644 Peter Hughes 6 

618 Reg Webster 6 

473 Richard Warren 6 

574 Ron  Owen 6 

567 Colin Offley 6 

577 Barry Steadman 3 

642 Chris Stanley 3 

232 Clive Patterson 3 

623 Colin Jones 3 

529 Dave Thomas 3 

649 Dave  Betts 3 

480 Dennis Pickering 3 

579 Fred Smith 3 

635 Gareth Sephton 3 

605 Gary McKelvey 3 

424 John Constantine 3 

568 John McLannahan 3 

613 John Johnson 3 

620 John Owen 3 

207 Ken Glass 3 

497 Ken Sessford 3 

621 Lee Currie 3 

333 Lund John 3 

633 Mark Anson 3 

351 Morris Nevin 3 

592 Norman Harrop 3 

617 Paul Cattrell 3 

565 Paul  Francom 3 

72 Peter Roca 3 

169 Richard Saunders 3 

628 Ron Goodwin 3 

554 Ronald Shrimpton 3 

611 Stephen Mosley 3 

413 Steve Anderson 3 

233 Steve Mansell 3 

374 Stewart Langerhuizen 3 

549 Terry Cook 3 

607 William Farragher 3 

 



 

MERCHANDISE 
 

Club merchandise if not in stock can be ordered giving size and colour required to Geoff Bell who can be 

contacted at the club nights or by:- email: geoffbell.a35@gmail.com  or  0758317383 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merchandise with Club Logo 

  Size Colour Price 

Cap one size fits all Navy Only £8.00 

Car Badge S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available  

 

Yellow 

 

£14.00  

Sweat Shirt               

 (No collar, long sleeves) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  

Polo Shirt               

(collar, Short Sleeve) 

S, M, L, XL        

Other sizes 

Available 

Navy Blue Light Blue 

Yellow 

 

£12.00  

Crane Bank Garage, 

Poulton Road, Wallasey,  
Wirral. CH44 4BZ 

Tel: 0151 - 638 1469    Fax: 0151 - 200 5050 
E mail: Wallasey@cranebankgarages.co.uk 

Website: www.cranebankgarages.co.uk 

WE OFFER ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS & SERVICING ON MODERN & 

CLASSIC CARS. WE CARRY OUT MOT’S ON PETROL AND DIESEL CARS 

& VANS. 

WE CAN UNDERTAKE WELDING AND BODY REPAIRS.  

WE HAVE A FIRST CLASS PANEL BEATER (ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOL) 

WHO HAS BEEN USED BY AND IS RECOMMENDED BY WCCC MEMBERS 

 DISCOUNT TO ALL WCCC MEMBERS ON PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP 

 COME AND VISIT THE FRIENDLIEST GARAGE IN THE WIRRAL 

 Phone 0151 - 638 1469 

 BIG ENOUGH TO COPE - SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 

Also in Chester.     
Crane Bank Garage (Chester), 

Hartford Way (by new Tesco), Sealand Road, Chester.  CH1 4NT 
Tel: (01244) 317191              Fax: (01244) 310164 
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Virtual Members Car night 

Again, due to the Coronavirus we had to cancel the popular annual 

“Members Car Night so instead we asked members to send in photos of 

their Historic / Classic vehicles for members to vote for the vehicle which 

in their opinion is Best.   We also had a second section for project cars 

which was very interesting showing the amount of time / detail some 

members are spending on their projects.  We had 37 entries between the 2 

Sections. 

 

The Members were asked to judge 1st,2nd &3rd in each section. 

The following cars were selected:  
 

1st Robbie Watson 1934 Ulster Special (see front cover) 

2nd Terry Cook1924 Morris Oxford 

3rd Bob Fletcher 1952 Sunbeam Talbot 

Closely followed by 1947 MG TC, 1971 E Type ~Jag and 1958 Rover 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Section 

1st Robbie Watson 1949 Lea Francis 

2nd Eric Hignett 1975 Reliant Scimitar                                                                                                   

3rd Colin Offley 1959 Austin Healey Sprite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Year’s Winning car 

with Trophy 
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NEWS FROM THE FEDERATION 

In issue 3 2020 of the News there are a few articles which may be of interest to 
members: These have been copied on these pages. A full copy and back issues of 

the News can be seen by Clicking Here.  

The latest copy of the NEWS is Issue 3 2020 in either PDF or DOC format.  

Fuel 

Earlier in the year the Federation responded to a 

consultation on the introduction of E10 petrol. 

This was in fact the second consultation on E10, 

the first, in 2018, was about what the Government 

should do to meet its obligation to introduce E10. 

The more recent one about how it should do it. 

The Federation responded in detail to the first 

consultation. After very careful consideration and 

a survey of our members our main request was for 

a 97 RON E5 protection grade fuel. We also made 

some suggestions regarding labelling and 

warnings. It was very apparent from the second 

consultation that all our points had been noted and 

acted upon so that was duly acknowledged in our 

further response.  

Since then Sir Greg Knight MP, chairman of the 

All-Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicles Group, 

has asked a written Parliamentary question 

regarding the protection grade and was assured by 

a DfT Minister that the government recognised 

that historic vehicles needed such a fuel. A few 

days later our President, Lord Steel, asked a 

similar Written Parliamentary Question. In that 

case the DfT reply went further and stated that the 

Government intended to make the continued 

availability of the protection grade fuel a legal 

requirement for five years, which is the longest 

period permitted before a review. 

We have also learned from petroleum industry 

sources that the industry is very happy to supply 

this grade and that whilst the requirement will be 

for 97 RON minimum it is in practice more likely 

to be 99. 

 

Low Emission Zone Update James Fairchild, Legislation Committee 

As stated in recent newsletters, the Federation 

responds to the consultation for each proposal for 

a low emission zone or clean air zone that we 

become aware of. 

Of the schemes that are sufficiently advanced so 

as to have a formal document, we have created a 

page on our website at 

www.fbhvc.co.uk/emissions for the benefit of the 

owners of historic vehicles and their drivers.  

There are a few points we would make: 

•  The schemes in London, Birmingham and 

Leeds are all charging zones rather than banning 

zones. 

•  Cars and tricycles are included in some schemes 

– if your car journey will take you to London or 

Birmingham, please do have a read.  Up until 

fairly recently, these schemes were only the 

concern of those with historic buses or trucks – no 

longer. 

•. All three English schemes thus far finalised are 

affording an exemption to vehicles in the historic 

VED class – so with the recent ‘moving forward’ 

of the qualifying date that occurred, this covers 

most vehicles constructed in the 1970s or earlier 

(or to be precise, constructed prior to 1 January 

1980 or first registered prior to 8 January 1980).  

Both buses and trucks used exclusively for private 

purposes are eligible for this taxation class, 

however if there is an element of hire and reward 

use (or for trucks that are used laden) this may not 

be the case, and you are urged to take your own 

advice. 

•. Vehicles on Q plates are eligible for historic 

VED 40 years after the Q plate was first issued.  

Owners are referred to earlier newsletter articles 

around Q plates where proof of age subsequently 

comes to light. 
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•. London has suspended road user charging for 

the coronavirus pandemic – once the ‘lockdown’ 

restrictions are eased, we must assume that these 

charges will be reinstated immediately. 

•. The introductions of zones in Leeds and 

Birmingham are delayed until early 2021, as are 

the London changes that were planned for 

October this year, both as a consequence of the 

pandemic. 

•. The Birmingham zone (applicable to cars too) 

includes the Queensway Tunnels on the A38M. 

This zone applies 24 hours a day and there are no 

further exemptions for vehicles other than the 

general historic VED. 

•. Leeds City Council are allowing buses aged 20 

to 40 years, used for preservation purposes only, 

to access the zone ten days per year, and 

furthermore are allowing buses over 40 years old 

which need to be taxed in the ‘bus’ taxation class 

to access the zone also.  Buses in these two 

categories need to register in advance. 

•. As previously outlined in these pages, Transport 

Scotland is in the process of introducing zones 

which will be banning zones rather than charging 

zones.  We have made various representations, 

including sending representatives to meetings in 

both Glasgow and Aberdeen, and await the next 

communication from Transport Scotland and the 

individual cities themselves.  We understand that 

Edinburgh is to introduce a zone later in 2020 

which will initially be applicable to service buses 

only – our webpage gives brief details of this 

form of zone. 

•. Each zone will operate on a stand alone basis, 

i.e. the relevant charge will need to be paid to 

each authority if more than one is passed through.  

In addition to Leeds, neighbouring Bradford is 

also proposing a scheme (both for buses and 

trucks only) and there will be a gap of only 1.5 

miles between the two zones along the A647 and 

some vehicles will need to make a payment to 

both authorities for only short journeys. 

•. In addition to vehicles themselves, a number of 

enthusiasts and businesses serving our movement 

will employ modern trucks to transport vehicles 

and parts.  Such trucks are of course in scope for 

these zones.  If you live in or near one of the areas 

concerned, there may be funding that can be 

accessed to retrofit your vehicle with Euro VI 

emissions kit, or put towards a newer, compliant 

vehicle.  In certain areas, this includes vans also 

(whether just used for private purposes or for 

business). 

•. Foreign historic vehicles are eligible for similar 

exemptions, but again need to register in advance.  

Visits of foreign historic commercials to this 

country seem rare, but it is good to know they are 

catered for should a visit occur.  Visits by foreign 

registered cars to London or Birmingham will be 

rather more common, of course. 

•. For foreign visitors to some of the major indoor 

car shows, it is worth pointing out that the 

Birmingham NEC is outside the Birmingham 

zone by several miles, whereas both Excel 

London and Olympia are outside the London 

ULEZ as it stands at present, but will both be 

inside the enlarged ULEZ zone when it changes in 

October 2021. 

Anyone considering taking a vehicle abroad may 

wish to visit www.urbanaccessregulations.eu to 

view information. We understand that Dublin is 

considering the introduction of a zone, and for 

those visiting mainland Europe both Paris and 

Lille appear to be the first schemes one might 

encounter after using Le Shuttle or the Dover to 

Calais ferry. Do refer to the websites of 

cities/regions you are considering visiting for 

charges and possible exemption detail, and recall 

that in many European countries, an ‘on the spot’ 

fine means exactly that. 

Media outlets are predicting that travel will not 

return to February 2020 conditions once the 

pandemic is over, with various business leaders 

praising the advantages of modern 

videoconferencing and other ‘working from 

home’ tools.  Should this prove true, it could have 

an influence around the ‘baseline’ data for 

schemes that are at the earlier stages.  On the 

other hand, it may be that the experts who are 

working on these schemes will have used the 
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current ‘working from home’ period to further 

refine their assumptions and business cases. 

During 2019, both Southampton and Cardiff 

abandoned plans to charge vehicles to enter the 

city, although both cities are working on non-

charging solutions.  We are also aware that 

Belfast has been considering a zone, although an 

expected consultation last year has not, as far as 

we are aware, ever been issued. 

We finally ask that if readers see a newspaper 

article about a possible zone in your town, that 

you contact us by email (secretary@fbhvc.co.uk) 

or social media.  We would rather hear of 

something three times than not at all.

 

 

It is with huge regret that we have to announce that we are postponing our trip to Bonneville until next year 

(2021).  This was not a decision taken lightly as not only were the Jensen team going but also a number of 

other motorcycle teams were planning on sharing the shipping.  We had a virtual meeting and the decision 

was unanimous that the risks involved in going this year are simply too huge. 
It was interesting to hear from Bruce, one of our American colleagues, that the various states are individually 

controlling their quarantines. As such it is possible that we could ship the vehicles into one state but not be 

allowed to ship them through another. 

A lot of the people concerned have already booked flights and accommodation and we are all hoping that these 

will be deferred until next year. Obviously, this is out of our hands so we will wait to hear from the other 

organisations involved. 

Now that the decision has been made everyone concerned can make their own plans. None of the teams or team 

members have dropped out and we intend to carry on full steam ahead with our new race date of August 2021. 

The development of the car will continue and the extra time now available to us will allow us to explore areas 

where we can perhaps look at going faster. 

As we're sure you can imagine we are all dreadfully disappointed with this situation but we will continue and we 

will be racing next year. 

Racing is not about how fast you get from the start line to the chequered flag. It's about the amazing people you 

meet, the fantastic places you go and the wonderful things you learn on the way. 

 

Article from FBHVC Issue 3 2020 

 

The Jenson CV8once very under-rated is now achieving around £40K for I mint condition one. 
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MEMBERS ARTICLES 

 
A Lockdown Story – Peter Nolan 

It was only after the 3 children had spread their 

wings and we’d both retired that I had the chance 

to buy a classic car. A friend in the vintage moped 

club was selling his 1937 Open Tourer Austin 7 to 

raise money for an MG Midget. Was I interested?  

I took the plunge and there followed 3 delightful 

years of driving, with never anything in front of 

me! 

Not quite keeping up with the traffic was a bit of a 

problem but the trips were usually local, mainly 

down to the Transport Museum where I drive 

heritage trams, and where I could display the car.  

I’d always loved the 

shape of the MG TD, 

so in 2018 decided to 

part ex, the Ruby and 

buy one.  The deal 

with Classic and 

Sportscar centre in 

North Yorkshire was 

done and I was the proud owner of a 1951 model, 

returned from America in 2005 and converted to 

RHD. 

I loved everything about the car. It was 

original(ish) with a Morris Motors replacement 

engine +040” Bore size.  I’m no mechanic but 

managed a few jobs, fitting an adjustable clutch 

linkage rod and an oil filter conversion.  

One thing did niggle me though, the gauges. The 

Speedo and Tachometer.  Obviously not original 

and with not too well cut out paper dials. I decided 

to replace them. 

I’m not fastidious when it comes to originality 

and, although not for the earlier model, I liked the 

dished dials best, so I started looking. 

I soon discovered that there weren’t many around 

and then, on the devil’s own website, there was a 

dashboard full of instruments for sale. The auction 

started at £385 and finished a week later on £485. 

Too much for me. So back to the internet. A little 

while later the same dashboard came up again, so 

I contacted the seller. She was in Germany. 

Would she take £350 including postage? Cheeky 

but she was obviously fed up at the earlier deal 

falling through. Yes, she would and a fortnight 

later the dashboard arrived, double boxed to avoid 

damage. 

The Speedo and Rev 

counter obviously 

hadn’t been used for 

many, many years, and 

there was a hole where 

the original clock had been, but they looked in 

reasonable condition. 

I took them out, put the rest of the dash back on e 

bay and it was snapped up at £250. 

I chose Classic Spares Engineering to renovate the 

gauges and what a superb job they did and  

only then did I 

remove the originals.  

I lifted out the clock 

and hoped that it may 

fit the refurbished 

tachometer……it 

didn’t.  I found out 

later it is from a Jaguar E-type but looking into the 

old tachometer… and what a 

surprise! I discovered a 

mileometer.  The rev counter 

fitted to the car was in fact a 

speedometer! 

I had had the carbs tuned, idling 

at what I thought was 1000 rpm 

but was in fact 10 mph! 

Both dished gauges are now 

fitted to the car, I feel much 

happier, so………anyone need an  

E-type clock?  

 

This is the Lost & Found storey of my Dad’s 1926 Rolls Royce light Twenty, reg No EU 6810 

This adventure began in the late 1930’s My 

Father, Ted Williams (1920-2011) was a 
chauffeur and a member of the Territorial 

Army. During ‘’quiet’’ periods from work, 

Dad would teach my Mum, Jo Williams 

(1919-2010) to drive his employers Rover car 

and Mum soon had a driving licence, quite 

unusual for a lady at the time.  

Come WW2, Dad’s regiment, the Cheshire 

113 Field Assault Royal Engineers were 

incorporated into the regulars and Mum 

signed up as a driver in the Women’s land 
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Army based at Arrowe Park, where they grew 

acres of spuds.  Mum delivered spuds and 
milk to the RAF training station at West 

Kirby, helping the RAF service men with a lift 

in the truck to West Kirby station when they 

had leave. Dad was posted first to North 

Africa, then Greece and Palestine, before 
returning to North Africa for the El Alamein 

offensive.  The Cheshire 113 regiment were 

engineers that build bridges under fire, laid 

mine fields, and cleared enemy mines, blew 

lots of things up, constructed defences and lots 
of other dangerous stuff.  One job Dad said he 

always enjoyed was racing around the 

battlefield placing demolition charges against 

disabled enemy equipment (especially tanks) 

and blowing them into a heap of scrap. This 
was because the enemy was particularly good 

at recovering their ordnance, restoring same 

and redeploying it again.  At El Alamein 

Dad’s luck ran out when his Daimler Dingo 
armoured car ran onto an anti-tank mine and 

he regained consciousness in hospital, where it 

took 3 months to remove lots of shrapnel from 

him and whilst he was recovering, he decided 

that if he got out of the war alive, he was 

going to buy himself a ‘’nice’’ car. 

Dad obviously survived (otherwise I would 

not be here!) and became a Captain in the 

Royal Engineers.  In 1953 Dad was told about 

a Rolls Royce, laid up in a railway arch lock-
up in South Liverpool docks. It transpired that 

it belonged to a Liverpool wedding & funeral 

company and it was laid up due to a faulty 

gearbox.  Dad purchased the Roller and the 

car became a project in the REME workshops 
at the TA centre at Upton Wirral. The site is 

long gone and the driving centre, post office & 

a cadet unit now use the site on Arrowe Park 

Road.  Interesting side note here.  The road 

from the REME workshop to Arrowe Park is 
concrete. This was to allow the Army to drive 

tracked vehicles to the park to practise 

manoeuvres.  I recall being taken to watch 

some of these manoeuvres at Arrowe Park, 

where the hospital and footy grounds now 
stand.  An enormous recovery tank would roar 

up and stop near to Mum & me, then the top 

hatch would open and Dad would appear 

wearing a smile you could see from a mile! 

Big Boys toys. As Dad was senior officer at 

the depot, the gearbox was repaired in the 

workshop as a gearbox induction lecture (if 
only we could still use the place!) and Dad 

had got his ‘’nice’’ car. It looked something 

like the Roller in Pic 1.  

The Roller became the focus of the family, as 

Dad would tend to the motor & running gear, 
Mum would lavish attention on the leather 

seats, carpets and dash and I would earn my 

weekly pocket money running a rag around 

the wheel spokes every Saturday.  I was 6 

years of age at the time, child labour? Our 
family came from Cumberland and once a 

year we drove up, before the M6 was built and 

stayed for a few days whilst aunts & uncles 

made a fuss of us.  I recall it taking all day to 

get there, driving over the Hardknott & 
Wrynose passes in low gear. Dad also 

attended military meetings in the Roller and it 

was always amusing to see senior officers 

come to attention as Dad swept in the camp, 
they expecting some big wig, only to realise’ 

’oh, it’s only Capt. Williams’’ 

The car was ‘’lost’’ in strange circumstances. 

We had no garage, so Dad rented space in an 

old barn behind our house, along with others. 
In the winter of 1959, very heavy snow, 

brought down the roof of the barn and the 

roller took most of the impact of roof trusses.  

I recall Dad having an argument with a guy 

who I think was a scrappy, because Dad 

retained the Spirt of Ecstasy from the radiator 
and the guy wanted it in the deal. I recall Dad 

saying ‘’but you are only scrapping it!’’ 

So that was the last I saw of EU 6810 and with 

hindsight I guess that is how I became 
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interested in classic cars/ motor 

racing/marshalling etc. 

Then in March of 2015, I was checking the tax 

/ MOT status of my ‘’toys’’ on the 

government website, when without rhyme or 

reason I typed in Rolls Royce EU6810. BAM 

it came back as taxed & MOT’d.  I sat in 
disbelief, we assumed it had been broken for 

scrap in 59.  I immediately wrote to the Rolls 

Royce Club of GB and they confirmed that the 

car was on their books and they would 

forward my letter to the present owner. 

The present owners called Ironside of Enfield 

contacted me by e mail, confirming that my 

Dad’s name was in their logbook.  I explained 

the circumstances of our ownership and the 

fact that we thought the car scrapped.  It 
transpired that the scrappy must have sat on 

the car until 1966 when he sold it on to 

someone called Toomey.  He then put the car 

into a Sotheby’s auction in 1998 and the 
Ironside family bought it.  They Stripped off 

the damaged body and fitted a Barker- 

Sedancia body. See pic 2.  When I told them, I 

had the original Sprit of Ecstasy and the 

driver’s handbook they immediately wanted to 
purchase them.  The Ironside family 

mentioned that they still have the original 

saloon body of the Roller on bricks in the 

garden.  See pic No 3. But that is all, the shell 

is bare, not even dash, seats, rear wings, which 

have all been incorporated into the rebuild. 

They 

currently 

have the 

car for 
sale, but its 

beyond my 

means to 

buy my 

Dad’s old 
car, much 

as I would like to.  I have a major project in 

the workshop at present, which is taking lots 

of time & money (a 1968 MGC GT).  That 

should be the end of the story, but I am not 
finished yet. In 2018, I was visiting friends in 

Australia to celebrate our joint 70-ish 

birthdays.  We all grew up together in 

Greasby, but they got sensible and emigrated 

years ago.  We had a great weekend party 

followed by a drive from Melbourne to Perth 
and back! It took 10 days and we crossed the 

Nullarbor Desert twice, a drive I’ve always 

wanted to do.  Whilst in Melbourne I was 

introduced to a fellow petrol head called Andy 

who mentioned that he had a 1926 Rolls 
Royce light Twenty for sale. (is higher force 

trying to tell me something?) He took me to 

see the car the next day.  It looked very odd, 

the chassis, engine, gearbox and bonnet all 

RR, but the saloon rear was an early Holden.  
The dash home made with MGB dials, the 

seats from an Austin Healy. It transpired that 

the body had caught fire and burned out. The 

previous owners fitted the Holden body to 

keep it on the road. The car appears well 
documented in Australia, as the driving force 

behind the rebuild was the youngest daughter 

of the owner and she did most of the work 

herself.  Andy wanted 30,000 Aus dollars for 
the car, I thought a bit rich.  But then a light 

bulb in the brain came on and I phoned the 

ironside family in Enfield.  They still had the 

body of my Dad’s roller and they would let 

me have it for £1000. On my return I chased 
up fellow members of the Wirral Classic car 

Club for advice. My idea was to purchase the 

Aussy Roller, ship it home, remove the 

Holden body and rebuild the rear with my 

Dad’s Roller shell from Enfield.  

Sadly, I was advised that I would end up with 

a money pit 

(don’t we all 

with classic 

cars!) The 
Aussy car is 

overpriced, 

shipping cost 

about £2000, 

To replace 
the missing interior and rear wings priceless. 

Apparently, the dials are £500 each if you can 

find them and there are 8! All in all, the spend 

would far exceed the end value and it would 

be cheaper to buy a vehicle outright here. Sad 
but nice thought to have a bit of family history 

back with me and on the road.  So, it’s back to 

the MGC GT. 

Alex Williams
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Club Shows & Events - 2020  
Note: I have updated the events to indicate which shows have been cancelled/Postponed.  This may not be 

up to date so if anyone knows of any cancelations please let me know. 

The FBHVC has recommended cancelling all shows/events till July at the earliest 
 

JULY 

 All events for July have now been CANCELLED or 

POSTPONED 
 

Sunday 19th  WIRRAL HISTORIC RALLY 

CANCELLED 

 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 1st & Sun 2nd         HEBDON BRIDGE VINTAGE CAR RALLY 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

Fri 7th - Sun 9th          MG COAST_TO_COAST 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

Sunday 9th  NORTH CHESHIRE CLASSIC CAR CLUB  

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

Sat 15th & Sun 16th  TATTON PASSION FOR POWER 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 5th – Sun 6th SMALLWOOD VINTAGE RALLY 

Static Show Near Love Lane Farm, Betchton, Sandbach, CW11 2TX 

Still tentatively pencilled in. 

 Click Here 

Fri 11th - Sun 13th           GOODWOOD REVIVAL 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

Sat 12th – Sun 13th  MALPAS YESTERYEAR RALLY 

CANCELLED Click Here 

Sunday 20th  GORDALE SHOW 

Event of Pre-Entered Historic Vehicles manufactured prior 

to 31st December 1990.  Again, there will be an optional run 

Still tentatively pencilled in. 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

Sunday 4th BUS & TRAM SHOW 

This year’s event is CANCELLED.  This event takes 6 

months to plan so the decision was made in April 

 

Thur 29th – Sun 1st   WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RALLYING 

CANCELLED 
Click Here 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Fri 13th – Sun 15th   LANCASTER INSURANCE CALSSIC CAR SHOW 

Classic car show with over 3000 classic and vintage vehicles 

displayed over 7 halls at the NEC.   

Click Here 

 

Key: Cancelled   WCCC Event   Provisional Event   Brums & Buns   
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http://hebdenbridge-vintageweekend.org.uk/
http://www.lotus7news.co.uk/C2C-2020.htm
http://www.northcheshireclassiccarclub.co.uk/about-members-cars/ncccc-show-2011
https://www.tattonpassionforpower.com/about/
http://www.smallwoodvintagerally.co.uk/
https://www.goodwood.com/motorsport/goodwood-revival/
https://www.steamheritage.co.uk/steam-rallies-and-events/event/malpas-yesteryear-rally1
https://www.walesrallygb.com/world-championship-rallying-returns-to-wales-in-2020/
https://www.thenec.co.uk/whats-on/classic-motor-show/
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